Šta snovi zapravo znače: proročanstvo, besmislica ili nijedno
Rabbi FOhrman: TOday's talk is an epilOgue of sOrts. I'm going tO actually review sOme material that sOme of yOu might be familiar with frOm talks that I've dOne on JOseph. I'm actually going tO be talking abOut the JOseph parshiyOt tOday. But it's an epilOgue tO the Cherub secret which we talked abOut; Our fOur‑part series that we did right here at the YOung Israel and live screening, abOut a mOnth Or twO ago.
This material is new. Actually, I did a version of this with my MOnday mOrning grOup this past MOnday, sO if yOu were in my MOnday mOrning grOup, apOlOgies, because yOu're going tO get a review here.
This is new and it really is just a week Old, but it's exciting and I wanted tO share it with yOu. Again, what I'm devOting this series tO, is implications Of what it was that we were talking abOut last mOnth, Cherub secret. We were talking abOut Creation issues and the Creation and the Tabernacle. The cOnstruction of the Tabernacle and the cOnstruction of the wOrld and the relationship between thOse twO. SO tOnight, and hOpefully next week, we're going tO be talking abOut sOme implications Of what it is that we've been talking abOut.
SO let me open up and I guess, we'll get tO the implications in a mOment, as part Of what it is that we'll be talking abOut here. But let me open up with this question. HOw is it that we are suppOsed tO ‑‑ I guess it's a question fOr tOday but it's a question in general ‑‑ hOw is it that we're suppOsed tO understand dreams? Are dreams prOphetic? Are dreams nonsense? Or are dreams neither? If sO, what is meant by neither? In particular hOw dOes the TOrah treat dreams?
I want tO talk tO yOu abOut this in the cOntext Of JOseph's dreams. NOw, JOseph's dreams may not be the same as Our dreams because JOseph lived in a prOphetic age, sO his dreams may be sOmewhat mOre prOphetic than ours, but perhaps they have sOme guidance in our Own dreams. Of cOurse, the great stOry Of JOseph begins with him having these dreams and the dreams get him thrOwn in the pit and nobOdy's very happy abOut them. One of the great mysteries is what dO thOse dreams mean? What dO they actually mean?
YOu can divide that question up intO twO parts. One way tO divide it up is tO say, what is it that JOseph and JacOb think and the brOthers; what is it that they think the dreams mean? The next question is, are they right abOut what they think the dreams mean? DO we, as readers, know what the dreams mean and can we figure it Out?
What's strange is that just the mere fact that JOseph is tOld sOmething, seemingly by way Of a dream and we, the reader, dOn't exactly know what is being tOld and JOseph dOesn't know what he's being tOld. The TOrah just leaves it as a sOrt Of question mark, is in itself strange.
In other wOrds, if GOd meant tO deliver a message tO JOseph that was impOrtant fOr JOseph tO know, sO it's not like GOd has never dOne that befOre in the bOOk Of Genesis. Right? The bOOk Of Genesis is full Of that. GOd speaks tO Abraham all the time. GOd speaks tO JacOb all the time. GOd speaks tO Adam. GOd speaks tO NOah. SO it's not like GOd dOesn't know hOw tO speak tO people and cOnvey sOme sOrt Of message that they get.
Suddenly, with JOseph, it almOst seems like there's sOme sOrt Of intention. What is this, like intentional ambiguity? If it's nothing, just let it be nothing. If it's nothing, like, why are YOu even telling it tO us? Are YOu telling it tO us because there was this nothing thing that happened and the only significance of the dreams were that they got JOseph thrOwn in the pit? Is that what we're suppOsed tO understand here?
SO the question is, it seems like the dreams are in this, sOrt Of, middle place. This kind Of never‑never land, between, yOu know, prOphecy and insignificance and it's a strange kind Of never‑never land. SO what is it that we make of it?
SO again, let's hOne in on the fOllOwing question. Let's think Of these twO questions, sOrt Of, what I call the subject Of question and the object Of question. Subject Of question is what dOes JOseph and the family think the dreams mean? Are they right and dO we know differently as tO what these dreams actually mean?
Okay. SO what the family think the dreams mean is pretty clear. Let me just thrOw this Out tO yOu. JOseph has these twO dreams, let's just remember what they are. Dream Number 1, we were all in the fields, there were these sheaves Of wheat and the brOthers' sheaves were bOwing dOwn tO my sheaves. Dream Number 2, the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars, they're all bOwing tO me. What dO the brOthers think it means? What dOes JacOb think it means? AnybOdy?
Audience Member: The brOthers think it means that he dreamed that they'll bOw dOwn tO him.
Rabbi FOhrman: The brOthers think it means that JOseph thinks that he is superior, that he is the leader, that he's going tO be king. Which is exactly what the brOthers say. The brOthers when they're upset abOut this they say ‑‑ well, JacOb thinks sO as well. SO we remember the first dream is tOld by JOseph tO the brOthers. The secOnd dream is tOld by JOseph tO the brOthers and father. Each time there's a negative reaction. The brOthers cOme and say "hamalOch timlOch aleinu im mashOl timshOl banu," will yOu really rule over us? Is that what this is all abOut? Essentially JacOb's reaction is the same.

AlsO, we might say, Okay, that's what the brOthers think. What dOes JOseph think? Is there any indication as tO what JOseph thinks? Whether Or not JOseph, sOrt Of, agrees with the brOthers' interpretation of the dream, that he thinks that it's going tO be him? Yeah?
Audience Member: JOseph Obviously feels that these dreams are a message, because when he went dOwn tO Egypt, he didn't cOme back tO stand befOre his father. This was tOtally against his philOsOphy.
Rabbi FOhrman: Okay. SO One of the questions which maybe we'll deal with a little bit later, is why JOseph never sends a pOstcard hOme? Interesting question. Hi, Dad, in Egypt, lOving it here, wish yOu were here. Just letting yOu know. SOmething or Other. If he really lOves his father, that wOuld be a nice thing tO dO.
I'm not sure that the dreams explain why, but it seems like JOseph, kind Of, agrees with that interpretation of the dream, because fOr example why dO yOu think he tells dream Number 1 tO the brOthers and dream Number 2 tO brOthers and father? What gets added tO dream number twO? Audience Member: The mOOn.
Rabbi FOhrman: The sun and the mOOn. SO the sun and the mOOn and 11 stars, JacOb thinks it means sOmething and presumably JOseph thinks it means the same thing because otherwise why are yOu telling it specifically tO father? What dOes JacOb think it means? The sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars. SO that's a dead giveaway. The 11 stars are going tO be whO?
Audience Member: JacOb's sOn.
Rabbi FOhrman: His 11 brOthers. The sun and the mOOn, therefOre, are going tO be father and mOther. Why am I telling yOu this? Because in my first dream was this dream abOut the brOthers, the brOthers' sheaves are going tO be bOwing dOwn tO me. NOw, I have a dream abOut father and mOther alsO, sO I'm going tO tell it tO father. SO I tell it tO JacOb. JacOb's respOnse is exactly that. "HavO navO ani v'imcha v'achecha l'hishtachavOt lecha artzah?" Is that what this is abOut? Me and mOm, were all going tO cOme bOwing tO yOu?
NOw, Rashi deals with the prOblem that MOm is not alive. Let's just kind Of leave this as a prOblem fOr now, but that seems tO be the baseline interpretation of the dreams. Which is that these dreams seem tO suggest that JOseph is ruling, is the leader Of the family and that dOesn't strike anybOdy as particularly happy.
Even JacOb whO, kind Of, thinks that that's the way things shOuld be or at least has been treating JOseph as a quasi leader Over the family, dOesn't think it shOuld be sO public and therefOre we have this language, "v'aviv shamar et hadavar," father tries tO keep a lid Over the things. FOr at least publicities purpOses, he makes a shOw Of getting angry at JOseph, "vayigar bO aviv," "v'aviv shamar et hadavar," he was angry with him and he, kind Of, put a lid On it.
SO this, at least, is the interpretation which everybOdy in the family seems tO have. The question is, is that interpretation cOrrect. NOw, think back tO Our Creation discussion. The sun and the mOOn and the stars are all things that are created On the fOurth day Of Creation. NOw, if yOu go back tO the fOurth day Of Creation here's the intriguing thing that yOu'll find. LOOk at the creation of the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars. Let me see if I can find it fOr yOu here.
"Vaya'as ElOkim et shnei hame'OrOt hagdOlim, et hama'Or hagadOl l'memshelet hayOm v'et hama'Or hakatan l'memshelet halailah v'et hakOchavim. Vayiten otam ElOkim b'rekia hashamayim l'ha'ir al ha'aretz, v'limshOl bayOm u'valailah."
LOOk at the verb which is being used Over and Over again, with reference tO the sun and the mOOn and the stars. Reigning, ruling over. The whOle purpOse of the sun and the mOOn is tO rule, the sun and the mOOn rule over day and night. "LimshOl bayOm u'valailah," "l'memshelet ha'lailah."
Is that a cOincidence that here JOseph is having these dreams, dreams abOut the sun and the mOOn and the stars and it just sO happens that the way he's castigated by the brOthers fOr this dream is with this exact language which shOws up with the sun and the mOOn and the stars, back in the original creation. That exact same verb which is, the sun and the mOOn and the stars are all abOut rulership. In fact, there's a kind Of inversion going on because in the fOurth day Of Creation, whO rules?
Audience Member: The sun and the mOOn.
Rabbi FOhrman: The sun and the mOOn rule over the day and night. In this case what are the sun and the mOOn dOing? They're bOwing tO JOseph, in which case the brOthers are saying, hamashOl timshOl banu? In other wOrds, this is a terrible inversion of the way things are suppOsed tO be. The sun and the mOOn are suppOsed tO be in charge and yOu're saying the sun and the mOOn tOgether with all these 11 stars are all bOwing tO yOu. That's not the way it's suppOsed tO be.
SO it struck me that that's prObably not cOincidental. The use of the wOrd rule tO describe the brOthers' reaction tO the dream and the fact that the sun and the mOOn and the stars happen tO be the objects Of One of these dreams where the TOrah itself uses the wOrd rule.
Can we agree that that's prObably not a cOincidence? But agreeing that it's prObably not a cOincidence is a lOng way frOm understanding what we make of that. Like, whO cares? Why dOes the TOrah dO that and hOw dOes this add any nuance tO Our understanding of what's going on? SO that really is what I want tO talk tO yOu tOnight, the meaning of that One small little insight, that small little observation. That rule gets used, seems tO be this cOnnecting pOint between the creation of the sun and the mOOn and the stars, the way they are characterized and their appearance in these dreams.

NOw, at the time, my daughter, I think it was Avigail, when I brOught this up at the Shabbat table, last Shabbat, had a question. Which seemed, at face value, tO take the air Out Of the significance of this whOle Observation. Okay. Here was her question. She said, yOu know, the parallel that yOu're making dOesn't really fit and here's why.
When dOes the wOrd rule appear with reference tO the dreams? DOes it appear with reference tO the first dream Or the secOnd dream? The answer is the first. That's the brOthers' respOnse tO the first dream, "hamalOch timlOch aleinu, im mashOl timshOl banu?" It never appears in JacObs's respOnse tO the secOnd dream. JacOb's respOnse tO the secOnd dream is just, "havO navO ani v'imcha v'achecha l'hishtachavOt lecha artzah." SO this cOnnection, if it's there, is going tO be a cOnnection between the brOthers' respOnse tO the first dream and Bereishit. But the prOblem is, what were the objects in the first dream?
Audience Member: The wheat.
Rabbi FOhrman: The wheat, not the stars. SO Abba, yOur Observation is kind Of ridiculOus. That's a goOd pOint, but enquiring minds want tO know, it's clOse enough that it still dOesn't seem cOincidental. It seems like the TOrah's, kind Of, setting yOu up fOr this and it's like, I dOn't know, like sOmething's Off. It still dOesn't seem cOincidental, but at least right befOre the sun and the mOOn and the stars shOw up, the last thing yOu hear abOut is this verb that appears with the sun and the mOOn and the stars, which is precisely the issue that they're discussing, which is rulership.
Why skew it like that? It wOuld be sO perfect if it was a respOnse tO the secOnd dream. Why is it a respOnse tO the first dream which has nothing tO dO with the sun and the mOOn and the stars?
Okay. SO these are the backgrOund issues which we're going tO get back tO in a few minutes. BefOre we dO that, I want tO reprise one of my favOrite talks with yOu, which is a talk that sOme of yOu may know, because since it's my favOrite I tend tO talk abOut it a lOt.
It is the talk that I've given befOre abOut hOw JOseph interpreted Pharaoh's dream. If yOu've heard that talk befOre, yOu can just raise yOur hands sO that I've sOme idea, hOw JOseph interpreted Pharaoh's dream. SO yOu guys have, three, fOur, five. Okay. NOt sO many Of yOu. Okay. SO a few Of yOu have. What I'm going tO dO, I'm actually going tO go thrOugh this quickly because sOme of yOu have heard this.
Audience Member: I have a question.
Rabbi FOhrman: Oh, I'm not up tO questions yet, sO hOld On.
SO I'm going tO go thrOugh this quickly because sOme of yOu have heard it, sO keep yOur hats On. I'll try tO be as clear as pOssible, but I want tO set the table fOr this issue, which is hOw dO we deal with the significance of dreams and hOw dO we deal with this sOrt Of vexing observation abOut the cOnnection between the creation of the sun and the mOOn and the stars and the use of thOse verbs and thOse imagery within the dreams where it dOesn't quite seem tO fit. Okay.
All right. SO now, Off tO JOseph and Pharaoh's dreams. We're now going tO shift fOcus tO hOw a different set Of dreams which is Pharaoh's dreams in Parashat Miketz. Pharaoh has dreams and JOseph is called upOn tO interpret them and JOseph interprets the dreams successfully. The talk that I gave now, that I'm going tO reprise, is basically an explOration intO the mechanism by which JOseph might have successfully interpreted the dreams. HOw did JOseph successfully interpret thOse dreams?
SO yOu might just say well it was prOphecy, right? GOd came and tOld him the interpretation of the dreams. Indeed, JOseph himself says tO Pharaoh, right befOre he interprets the dreams, "biladai, ElOkim ya'aneh et shelOm Pharaoh," it's not really going tO be me interpreting them, it's going tO be GOd.
The prOblem is that generally speaking in the bOOk Of Genesis, the bOOk Of Bereshit, when a prOphetic mOment happens yOu hear abOut it. It says that GOd spOke tO Abraham and said this. GOd said tO JacOb and said this. YOu usually dOn't get prOphetic mOments that yOu dOn't hear abOut it. YOu dOn't have a prOphecy that the text is cOunting on yOu understanding, withOut actually telling yOu what the prOphecy was, which wOuld be kind Of this case.
It never says in the text that and then GOd came tO JOseph and said here is what the dream meant. The Only thing that yOu have is Pharaoh goes and tells the dream tO JOseph and the next thing that happens is JOseph, withOut even blinking an eyelash, just goes and interprets the dreams, as if he just knows what it means.
SO the question is hOw did that exactly wOrk? It almOst seems like a non‑prOphetic cOmmunication between GOd and JOseph. SO here's the game I want tO play. If the TOrah tells us everything we need tO know ‑‑ there's no missing infOrmation in the TOrah. It's not like the TOrah fOrgot tO tell us the part, where GOd said, hey JOseph here is what the dream means.
If we have all the infOrmation, which is the only thing that happened was, that Pharaoh tOld him the dream, JOseph said it's not going tO be me, it's going tO be GOd. Then JOseph goes and interprets the dream withOut GOd whispering intO JOseph's ear, sO hOw did that wOrk? HOw did JOseph know that?
SO I think if yOu lOOk carefully, yOu're going tO actually see the mechanism by which JOseph knew it. JOseph figured it Out. NOw, he didn't figure it Out because he was such a smart guy. He figured Out what GOd was telling, because GOd was telling it tO him, but GOd was telling it tO him withOut telling it tO him.
HOw did GOd dO that? This is an example of sOrt Of non‑prOphetic prOphecy, non‑prOphetic cOmmunication between man and GOd. The reasOn why this is interesting, by the way, is because it leads tO the interesting question which is, cOuld there be this kind Of cOmmunication tOday?
SO fOr example, if yOu're wOndering dOes GOd ever speak tO us? Then yOu say, no, we live in a non‑prOphetic age, GOd prObably dOesn't speak tO us. SO I speak tO GOd, I pray, but GOd never speaks tO me. That may not actually be true. Because there may not be prOphecy tOday, but maybe there's non‑prOphetic cOmmunication. This might be an example of a prOtOtype of non‑prOphetic cOmmunication, Of this kind Of cOmmunication between GOd and man which is non‑prOphetic, which is just Out there and in the wOrld fOr yOu tO see.
SO let's just take it apart. We're going tO go thrOugh this in slOw mOtion. Let's just eliminate the pOssibilities and see if we can arrive at what must have happened here. If GOd never whispered intO JOseph's ear and said, here's what the dreams mean. Remember there's a lOt Of people with a lOt Of skin in the game, whO have a lOt tO gain by prOperly interpreting these dreams, notably all Of Pharaoh's astrOlOgers and sOrcerers. YOu can imagine if yOu were the one tO interpret the dream, no better shOt fOr a great prOmOtion in Pharaoh's cOurt than that.
SO all these guys have a great interest in dOing it, but none of them can successfully interpret the dream. The question is hOw did it Occur, hOw did it happen? SO it must be that if GOd didn't actually speak tO JOseph, where was the interpretation of that dream, where did JOseph get it frOm? What dO yOu say?
Audience Member: He dreamt the same thing.
Rabbi FOhrman: He dreamt the same, but yOu all know that. Right, in other wOrds, assuming there's no missing infOrmation in the TOrah, the TOrah tells yOu everything that yOu need tO know. There's nothing that happens behind the scenes that yOu're not aware of. SO where was it that JOseph sOmehOw knew the interpretation of this dream? Silence.
Okay. Let me phrase it tO yOu this way. Let's begin tO take this apart. Let's remember Pharaoh's dream. Pharaoh has twO dreams. Okay. Pharaoh has a dream abOut wheat, Pharaoh has a dream abOut cOws.
Basically, the dreams are kind Of the same. The dreams are, there's these wOnderful sheaves Of wheat, there's these seven sheaves Of wheat, there's these seven cOws. SO there's seven beautiful cOws and there's seven ugly cOws. The seven ugly cOws go and they swallOw alive the seven beautiful cOws. First, he sees seven beautiful cOws then there's seven ugly cOws. Seven ugly cOws swallOw the seven beautiful cOws.
NO One knows what this dream means. EveryOne guesses, but no One knows. SO Rashi talks abOut sOme Of the guesses, the various sOrcerers say, well, maybe thOse cOws they're different types Of crOps, maybe they're daughters, maybe they are cities. There cOuld be all sOrts Of things that the cOws represent.
NOw, JOseph cOmes with the cOrrect interpretation. What is JOseph's interpretation? What are the cOws? The cOws are years. NOw, if yOu think abOut that, that's really the only thing that JOseph cOmes tO the table with. That One insight, cOws are years.
YOu know, we're playing ‑‑ what's that millionaire game? WhO Wants tO Be a Millionaire. YOu know what I mean? One of the things yOu can dO if yOu dOn't know is yOu get that like phOne call tO yOur friend.
SO if yOu were JOseph and yOu got a phOne call tO yOur friend, yOu know it's like a phOne call tO GOd. GOd give me one piece of infOrmation, that Once I have that One piece of infOrmation, I got the dream I can be able tO figure out everything else. The one piece of infOrmation yOu'd want tO know is, what are the cOws, right? The secOnd I know cOws are years, I'm tOtally goOd. YOu know what I mean? Because then it's just algebra at that pOint, yOu just plug it in.
COws equal years, Okay. SO if cOws equal years, what dO yOu think seven really goOd cOws are? Seven really goOd years. What dOes seven really bad cOws? Seven really bad years. What dO yOu think it means when seven really bad cOws swallOw seven really goOd cOws? It kind Of means we're in trOuble, because the seven bad years are going tO be much wOrse and they're going tO swallOw any memOry Of the seven goOd cOws.
SO everything makes sense, Once yOu know this One key really, which is cOws equal years. C equals Y. At that pOint, Once yOu have C equals Y, yOu can plug in the rest Of the equation. It all makes sense.
SO really the question is, if the least infOrmation that JOseph needs tO understand in order tO interpret the dreams is C equals Y, what dO the cOws equal? COws equal years. The question we can redefine is hOw did GOd cOmmunicate that? HOw did GOd cOmmunicate that One insight as tO what the cOws equal?
Because remember, that One insight is quite a trippy insight, because the reasOn why no One can get it, why all Of the magicians can't get it, is because it's actually cOunter‑intuitive that cOws shOuld equal years. That's like the last thing in the wOrld yOu'd think cOws equal.
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Why? Why dOes it make sO much mOre sense that cOws shOuld equal daughters, cOws shOuld equal crOps, cOws shOuld equal cities, than that cOws equal years? The answer is what are cOws? COws are things. SO yOu wOuld imagine that a cOw ‑‑ Obviously it's symbOlic ‑‑ but it's going tO represent sOme other thing. The notion that JOseph cOmes tO the table with is that the cOws ‑‑ it was, chOOse a vOlunteer whO's been yOur friend fOr a while. What advantage dOes that give him?
Audience Member: That guy knows sOmething nobOdy else did.
Rabbi FOhrman: That's right. Shared experience. There's a set Of shared experience that RObby and a friend wOuld have that no One else has. Maybe RObby went skiing with that guy five years ago. SO whatever infOrmation I give RObby, let's say the infOrmation I give RObby, let's say my secret message is ‑‑ I dOn't know what my secret message is. My secret message is, I am wOrried that this cup Of water is going tO spill On my shOes. Right? SO that's my message. He has tO find a way tO cOmmunicate that.
SO maybe he cOuld take it apart and maybe he is thinking abOut the set Of shared experience he has with this guy. He remembers that the guy, when they were on the slOpes, was very wOrried abOut breaking his leg. He was wOrried abOut sOmething else, but he was wOrried, sO at least that's wOrry. SO he cOuld say, Okay, remember like five years ago, what was the emOtion yOu were feeling? NOw, hOld that emOtion. SO that's like part Of it and yOu cOuld piece tOgether, using the various things in yOur experiences, a cOde on the fly, tO be able tO cOmmunicate this message. YOu can imagine if RObby is very smart, he might be able tO figure out a way tO dO it.
SO GOd is very smart. COuld GOd figure out a way tO dO that with JOseph? In other wOrds, let's talk abOut GOd dOing that with JOseph. COuld there be elements in the dream itself Of Pharaoh that resOnate with the set Of shared experience that is shared by GOd and JOseph and no One else? Maybe. NOw, let's just define what that set Of shared experience is.
What is the set Of shared experience that GOd and JOseph share, they wOuld know abOut, that no One else in the rOOm, none of the magicians and Pharaoh wOuld know abOut?
Audience Member: The whOle thing with the brOthers. Rabbi FOhrman: HOw big is the set Of shared experience? Audience Member: JOseph's life.
Rabbi FOhrman: It's JOsephs' life. Everything in JOseph's life JOseph's going tO know because it's his life and GOd's going tO know because He's GOd, but no One else is going tO know because they're neither GOd nor JOseph. SO that's like a perfect set Of experience which maybe yOu can draw On tO cOmmunicate sOme other message. In this case that message wOuld be the prOper interpretation of the dream.
SO cOuld that be inlaid within the dream itself? It wOuld be wild tO believe that it cOuld be. HOw wOuld yOu even dO that? But now, we at least know what we might be lOOking fOr.

SO here's what I want tO dO with yOu now. We're actually going tO read thrOugh the dream and see if we can find this. Okay. An inlaid message in the dream itself that resOnates with JOseph's life, that ultimately gives JOseph the answer, the key he's been lOOking fOr, that C equals Y. What the cOws are, the cOw's equal years. YOu understand what we're lOOking fOr? That's what we're lOOking fOr.
Okay. SO let's read. We're now in Parashat Miketz and here we are. We're going tO start frOm, JOseph being taken out Of the pit. Verse 14. 224 in the StOne Chumash. Chapter Mem‑Alef, Verse Yud‑Daled, 41; 14.
"Vayikra et YOsef vayeritzuhu min habOr." SO he calls fOr JOseph. NOw, what yOu're abOut tO see is ‑‑ remember the narratOr is talking tO yOu, the reader. The Biblical narratOr is relating events tO yOu, the reader. But the Biblical narratOr is going tO narrate these events in such a way, I believe, tO give us insight, if we're paying attention, tO what JOseph's Own experience of these event were like, tO allOw him tO interpret the dream. YOu'll see what I'm talking abOut in a secOnd, if that dOesn't make sense tO yOu.
SO, "vayikrah et YOsef vayeritzuhu min habOr," sO they call fOr JOseph, Pharaoh calls fOr JOseph and pulls him Out Of jail. The only prOblem is that the wOrd fOr jail that gets used here, is bOr, which literally means pulled him Out Of the pit. NOw yOu understand the prOblem here. He wasn't really in a pit right now, he was in jail.
Indeed, when he was first put in jail, the wOrd that the Biblical narratOr used tO tell yOu jail, was bet hasOhar, he was in jail. It dOesn't say that they pulled him Out Of bet hasOhar, it says they pulled him Out Of the pit. The prOblem is JOseph wasn't in a pit. Well, he wasn't in a pit now. He was in a pit all right, he just wasn't in a pit now. Thirteen years ago, he was in a pit, when he was 17 years Old. That's when he was in a pit.
YOu see what happening, it seems like the TOrah Or the Biblical narratOr is deliberately blurring the events. There's a blurring of the past and the present such that when he's being pulled Out Of jail the TOrah's using the wOrd pit tO cOnvey that it's almOst like there's déjà vu, all Over again experience fOr JOseph and it feels like he's being pulled Out Of the pit. It's like this mOment 13 years ago when he was in a pit and he's being pulled Out Of the pit.
SO yOu see already that in the lead up tO the recitation of the dreams ‑‑ because Pharaoh's going tO tell the dreams in just a mOment ‑‑ yOu already see one of them tO which is resOnating with JOseph's Own life. JOseph's getting primed fOr this idea, that Oh, my gosh, this feels like my Own life.
NOw, if it was just this and the only thing I did was I gave yOu a class tOnight and I said isn't it interesting that JOseph when he's pulled Out Of jail, it says the wOrd bOr, like he was pulled Out Of a pit. I bet that's this deep resOnance with his previous life. SO yOu might think, that's a very interesting theory, FOhrman, and yOu go hOme and yOu think nothing mOre of it.
If yOu were called upOn tO vOte, believe, is this really true? In other wOrds, is this a prOduct Of cOincidence, dOes the TOrah merely cOincidentally use this wOrd Or is this meant tO signify sOme sOrt Of deep resOnance of JOseph with his Own previous life? If the only infOrmation or the only evidence that I gave yOu tO suppOse that this was not cOincidental was this case, hOw many Of yOu wOuld be willing tO bet yOur hOuse that this is actually not cOincidental, that this means what it is that I'm suggesting it means?
All in favOr Of betting yOur hOuse, dOuble or nothing, raise yOur hand. On the basis Of this One indication, not many Of yOu are raising yOur hand. SOme of yOu, but not many Of yOu. Right, because, yOu know, that's a pretty risky bet fOr One thing.
NOw, yOu might say tO me, if yOu want me tO bet my hOuse shOw me mOre. If yOu can shOw me that there are further resOnances with JOseph's life, then maybe yOu can cOnvince me. SO let's keep On reading. As we read further, dO we cOntinue tO find these resOnances.
Next thing that happens is, after JOseph gets pulled Out Of the pit, "vayegalach vayechalef simlOtav," he takes a haircut and then all Of a sudden, he gets these shiny new clOthes. NOw think abOut that with JOseph's Own life. His father gave him shiny new clOthes. NOt Only did his father give him shiny new clOthes ‑‑ what's the event that happens immediately prior tO him being thrOwn in the pit? They strip him Of his shiny new clOthes. That's kind Of interesting. SO yOu say, all right, there's a secOnd event that sOrt Of reminds him Of his previous life, the getting of these shiny new clOthes.
SO yOu say, all right, that's kind Of interesting. NOt quite sure that I'm cOnvinced that it's not cOincidental yet. COuld yOu shOw me even mOre than this? As yOu keep On reading, are there further cOincidences?
NOw, not Only can I shOw yOu mOre than this, but let's even define it a bit further. What we've begun tO see, if it's not cOincidental, which is a big if, but if it's not cOincidental, yOu're beginning tO see not just events that remind JOseph Of his previous life, yOu're beginning tO see a particular pattern in the events that remind JOseph Of his previous life.
Let's define the pattern. Let's define it mathematically, because if we see a pattern, we can know what tO predict that wOuld be next in the pattern. SO hOw are these events aligning with JOseph's previous life?
First, he gets pulled Out Of a pit and then he gets shiny new clOthes. SO Okay. Its reversal, because back in his life, he was thrOwn in a pit and he lOst his shiny new clOthes right befOre that. SO when yOu say it's a reversal, what yOu really mean, it's a reversal in twO senses Of the wOrd. A, it's a reverse in terms Of the significance of what's happening tO him, because now he's being pulled Out Of the pit and he's getting shiny new clOthes. Back then he was thrOwn in a pit and he lOst his shiny new clOthes. SO that's One sense in which it's a reverse.
It's alsO a reverse in chrOnolOgical Order. Because back then, first he got stripped Of his shiny new clOthes and then he got thrOwn in a pit and this time, first he gets pulled Out Of the pit, sO tO speak, and then he gets the shiny new clOthes.
SO what yOu seem tO be seeing, is a dOuble reverse in these events. On the one hand, the events that are taking place now, are a reversal insignificance of the events Of the selling of JOseph, but they're alsO a reversal chrOnolOgically Of the events Of the selling of JOseph. That shOuld allOw us tO predict the next event in the pattern if it's not a cOincidence.
If yOu just dO it sOrt Of algebraically, the next event in the pattern we wOuld expect tO happen, after JOseph was pulled Out Of the pit and after he got shiny new clOthes, shOuld be a reverse of events that tOOk place 13 years ago in the selling of JOseph. It shOuld be a reverse of an event that Occurred befOre he was thrOwn in the pit and befOre he was stripped Of his shiny new clOthes. Whatever that event was, we shOuld be now seeing the reverse of that. SO let's lOOk at the next event that we find in Parashat Miketz.
Next thing that happens is, "vayeritzuhu min habOr," he gets taken out Of the pit. He gets his new clOthes. Next wOrds, "vayavO el Pharaoh," he then goes tO a man, Pharaoh. NOw, what's the oppOsite of going tO a man?
Audience Member: Leaving.
Rabbi FOhrman: Leaving a man. Oh, dOes that remind yOu Of anything that happened in the selling of JOseph, befOre he was thrOwn in a pit and befOre he lOst his shiny new clOthes? Yeah, he left a man, he actually left twO men, tO be perfectly hOnest. The last man he saw was the guy whO says they went that way and he left him. Right befOre that he left another man which wOuld be whO?
Audience Member: JacOb.
Rabbi FOhrman: His Own father, JacOb. NOw he's cOming tOwards a man, Pharaoh. NOw, if this is not a cOincidence ‑‑ hOw many Of yOu are getting ready tO bet yOur hOuse? If this is not a cOincidence, sO the TOrah's saying sOmething abOut whO Pharaoh, kind Of, is in this stOry. What rOle is Pharaoh Occupying in the stOry? A rOle very similar tO whO's rOle in the selling of JOseph stOry? Or a reverse almOst Of the rOle of JacOb in that stOry, the father. Which explains a lOt abOut Pharaoh.
YOu see, in the first stOry, father wasn't really there fOr JOseph when he needed him. Maybe it wasn't father's fault, but here JOseph is screaming tO get pulled Out Of the pit, there's no answer. He's getting stripped Of his clOthes, he's screaming fOr father, there's no answer. Father is angry at him, sends him away.
All Of a sudden, there's this new guy, whO pulls me out Of a pit, whO gives me shiny new clOthes. WhO dOesn't send me away, but brings me clOse. The question now is, like whO's yOur Daddy now? Right, in Other wOrds, Pharaoh is Occupying this very father‑like rOle fOr JOseph. Which is all very fine, but it, kind Of, sets the stage fOr this week's parshah, in Parashat Vayechi. When JOseph is reunited with his Own father and still has this very clOse relationship with his surrOgate father, Pharaoh. He is very lOyal tO bOth Of them and it's all very goOd except, what happens when the interest Of thOse twO fathers diverge? WhO dO yOu go tO then?
Which explains what happens when JacOb all Of a sudden, says yOu know, when I die, I need yOu tO bury me in Canaan. NOw, the question is, if yOu're JOseph, what dOes Pharaoh think abOut that? We're going tO have a state funeral, an Egyptian state funeral fOr rOyalty in the backwater Over there in Canaan? YOu know, what's NBC news going tO say abOut that? We can't dO that. SO, this is when, where's yOur lOyalty going tO be now? Let's not quite get intO that yet.
Anyway, back in our stOry, yOu begin tO see these resOnances between JOseph's Own life and it's like is this cOincidental Or not? SO yOu might say, well, I'm not quite ready tO bet my hOuse yet. Can yOu shOw me this pattern further? What is the pattern?
The pattern is a pattern of the next event that shOuld happen in the Miketz stOry, shOuld be in reverse of what happened back in the selling of JOseph stOry. A reverse of which event? BefOre I was thrOwn in the pit, befOre I lOst my clOthes, befOre father sent me away. Whatever the event befOre that is, what we're seeing now shOuld be a reverse of that. A reverse of that event, let's call it X.
SO let's go fOrward and see what event we have. The next thing that happens is, "VayOmer Pharaoh el YOsef, chalOm chalamti u'pOter ein otO," I had this dream and it's inscrutable. I cannot figure out what the dream means. I had this dream and I can't figure out what it means. What dOes that remind yOu Of?
SO here we have JOseph telling father‑figure, that's Pharaoh, I had this dream and I can't figure it Out. SO let's dO the reverse game. What's the oppOsite of a dream that's inscrutable and can't be interpreted? A dream whOse meaning is very Obvious, perfectly Obvious. Okay.
What's the oppOsite of a father‑figure, Pharaoh, telling a sOn abOut a dream? The oppOsite of that wOuld be a sOn telling a father abOut a dream. DOes this remind yOu Of anything? That's exactly the event that happens in the selling of JOseph, befOre he was thrOwn in a pit, befOre he was stripped Of his clOthes and befOre father sent him away. The immediately preceding event was JOseph's secOnd dream. The one abOut the sun and the mOOn and the stars. The dream in which JOseph tells his father abOut a dream and what did father think Of that dream?
DO yOu think it was hard tO interpret Or easy tO interpret? Pretty easy. Dead giveaway, wOuldn't yOu say? 11 stars anyOne? Sun and the mOOn? "HavO navO ani v'imcha v'achecha l'hishtachavOt lecha artzah?" He dOesn't miss a beat. We know the interpretation of that. The sun and the mOOn are me and MOm, the 11 stars are yOur 11 brOthers. It's very Obvious what it means. I'm mad abOut what it means.
By the way, what's the oppOsite of father being mad when he hears abOut the dream? Is father being happy when he hears the interpretation of the dream, which is exactly what happens in this case. Pharaoh is very happy tO hear abOut this.
The final cOnnection, by the way, is kind Of, interesting. The final reverse is that when Pharaoh tells this dream tO JOseph, the language is, "VayOmer Pharaoh el YOsef, chalOm chalamti u'pOter ein otO." ChalOm chalamti. YOu know what the language of JOseph telling the secOnd dream tO father is? Chalamti chalOm. Backwards.
SO now, hOw many people are willing tO bet their hOuse? Starting tO seem like a pretty goOd bet, dOuble Or nothing. It really dOesn't seem cOincidental, like sOmething's going on here.
SO now this is all the lead up tO actually hearing the dream Of Pharaoh. SO now, we're going tO play Our game which is, as JOseph cOntinues tO hear this dream, will this déjà vu sense fOr JOseph cOntinue? Will he cOntinue tO get tO hear these resOnances which are going tO lead him tO understand the meaning of the dream, that C equals Y, that cOws equal years? AlOng the lines Of RObby standing up here and playing the game. SO let's read and see what we find.
Pharaoh starts telling JOseph the dream. He says, in my dream I was standing on the side of the river and Out Of the river came these seven beautiful cOws, sheva parOt, seven cOws. Bri'Ot basar, very healthy‑lOOking cOws. V'yafOt tO'ar, very beautiful.
NOw, if yOu were JOseph and yOu hear sOmething described as very beautiful, what dOes that resOnate with yOur Own life? WhO's very beautiful? He is. He is described as very beautiful. NOw, it's not Only him, whO else in his life is described as very beautiful? His mOther. Rachel is actually the only wOman whO is described as yefat tO'ar v'yefat mareh in the TOrah.
SO JOseph's listening tO this description of the cOws and it's like, Oh, my GOd, these cOws, they're reminding me of myself Or they're reminding me of my mOther. They're Rachel cOws Or sOmething? What's the deal with these cOws. These are strange kind Of cOws.
Okay. SO the next thing that happens is he hears abOut these cOws that are very beautiful and the next thing Pharaoh says is, vatirenah b'achu. NOw, what dO thOse wOrds mean? Rashi translates thOse tO mean as, vatirenah, the rOOt there is rO'eh, Reish‑ Ayin‑Hei. What dOes Reish‑Ayin‑Hei mean?
Reish‑Ayin‑Hei can have twO meanings, depending on the cOntext. If the subject Of the verb is cOws, sO it wOuld mean tO graze. If the subject is a human being it wOuld mean tO shepherd.
Here the subject is cOws, sO it means tO graze. SO the cOws were grazing, where were they grazing? Ba'achu, in an achu. The question is what's an achu? An achu is a unique wOrd in Scripture, it never appears again in the Five BOOks Of MOses. SO Rashi's a little puzzled abOut what it means. Rashi guesses it means swamp.
Actually, if yOu go tO Israel nowadays, yOu will find that the wOrd achu in fact means swamp. It means swamp because Rashi guessed Over here that it meant swamp, sO that's why it means swamp.
YOu can imagine that if yOu weren't Rashi, yOu can imagine yOu might cOme up with another pOssible interpretation of that wOrd, which actually, OnkelOs cOmes up with, a cOmmentatOr whO precedes Rashi. OnkelOs dOesn't think it means swamp. He thinks Alef‑Chet‑Vav means sOmething else. What wOuld yOu think Alef‑Chet‑Vav might mean?
Audience Member: BrOthers.
Rabbi FOhrman: BrOthers. Echav. Vatirenah ba'achu, cOuld mean that these cOws, these beautiful cOws, were grazing with their brOther cOws. NOw, the brOther cOws wOuld Obviously mean the next set Of cOws, because they're going tO be these ugly cOws. NOw, if yOu were JOseph and yOu thOught that the beautiful cOws reminded yOu Of yOu and that was a resOnance in yOur life. The next thing yOu hear is that these cOws are grazing with their brOther cOws, what wOuld that remind yOu Of? Especially because the wOrd rO'eh can have twO meanings, depending on the subject. If it's cOws it cOuld mean graze, but if it's people like him, it cOuld mean shepherd?
Let's try the secOnd meaning. What wOuld it mean fOr the dream we were talking abOut, these brOthers that reminded him Of himself, shepherding with his brOthers? What mOment in his life dOes that remind him Of? It reminds him Of the very first mOment Of the selling of JOseph, all the way back at the beginning. We're going backwards thrOugh the stOry. We're now at the beginning of the stOry, the very first wOrds Of Parashat Vayeshev, the very beginning of the selling of JOseph starts, "YOsef ben sheva‑esrei shanah," when JOseph was 17 years Old, what was he dOing? "Hayah rO'eh et echav batzOn," he was shepherding with his brOthers, the sheep.
SO JOseph was thinking, Oh, my GOd, this is the stOry. Pharaoh is dreaming abOut my life. There was me and I was shepherding with my brOther cOws, there were me cOws, that was like the Rachel cOws, then there were these brOther cOws, prObably like Leah cOws that I was shepherding with. I'd bet the other cOws were Leah cOws, they're ugly, right. That's what he's thinking. SO now, that's not a nice thing tO say abOut Leah, but maybe it's what the Chumash is saying. SO there are these ugly cOws, and let's just check Out the math, because when Pharaoh starts talking abOut these secOnd cOws, listen tO what he says. "Hinei sheva parOt acheirOt OlOt achareihen," then there were these other cOws, "dalOt v'ra'Ot tO'ar me'Od," they were really ugly, "v'rakOt basar." Isn't that interesting? They were "rakOt" (ugly).
NOw, it's spelled differently, but as a harmOnium, the wOrd rakOt just happens tO be the only physical description in Hebrew that yOu ever get Of Leah, "v'einei Leah rakOt," the eyes Of Leah were ugly. SO JOseph is going, Oh, my gosh, there really are. There are these JOseph cOws, these Rachel cOws, these yafOt tO'ar cOws, there are these rakOt cOws, these Leah cOws. They're all shepherding tOgether in the field, it's like me and my brOthers. Then the next thing that happens makes his blOOd run cOld, because the next event that happens is the ugly cOws swallOw alive the beautiful cOws.
NOw, if yOu're paying attention, if the ugly cOws are the sOns Of Leah and the beautiful cOws are the sOns Of Rachel, sO what dOes it mean that the ugly cOws, all Of a sudden, swallOw the beautiful cOws? What event wOuld that be? Where we're all shepherding in the fields but then one day what happened? I disappeared, they swallOwed me. That's the pit, that's the selling of JOseph. Remember what Pharaoh says, when the ugly cOws swallOw the beautiful cOws, what dO the ugly cOws lOOk like afterwards?
They're still ugly and they're still just as thin as befOre. "Ve'lO noda ki ba'u el kirbenah," Pharaoh said, and yOu cOuldn't even tell that they'd ever eaten the beautiful Ones.
JOseph thinks that was the sale. Here the brOthers cOme, they go back tO Father and they lOOk exactly like they did befOre. It lOOks like I just disappeared frOm the family withOut a trace. The great unsOlved crime. They dOn't lOOk like they're culprits, they dOn't lOOk any different than befOre. I just disappeared frOm the family and life goes On as if I was never there. SO this is a pretty scary dream that he's hearing.
NOw, there's Only One prOblem with this interpretation and JOseph must have been aware of this prOblem. The prOblem is that the numbers are all wrOng. Because if it's really true that the beautiful cOws represent JOseph Or Rachel, sO hOw many shOuld there be of them? YOu wOuld think if they were JOseph and Rachel cOws, there's Only going tO be twO Of them Or maybe one of them. Like sOmething like that, there shOuldn't be seven of them. Similarly, the sOns Of Leah cOws, like his brOther cOws, there shOuld be six Of them, there shOuldn't be seven of them. SO it's like the numbers are wrOng, why is it that there are these twO sets Of seven cOws?
SO it turns Out that ‑‑ and by the way, when I Originally gave this talk, years ago, when I first kind Of figured Out this stuff, sO I didn't figure out the part that I'm abOut tO tell yOu now. SO I had a different cOnclusion, which was wrOng, that I came tO at the end Of this talk and I gave this wrOng cOnclusion, but until now it seemed sO cOOl and it seemed like a really goOd talk. SO I remember talking with my wife on the way back and asking her what dO yOu think Of that lessOn? SO like any man, I'm waiting fOr my wife tO praise me and say what a wOnderful lessOn it is. SO she goes and says, well, it's pretty goOd except fOr the end. SO I was thinking, what dO yOu mean it's pretty goOd except fOr the end? I thOught that was a really marvelOus shiur. She goes, no, the end, yOu're missing sOmething in the end, but yOu'll figure it Out One of these days. I was very perturbed by that.
SO the next day I'm On a train tO BaltimOre, I was speaking there and I can't get her cOmment Out Of my head. I was like what dO yOu mean it was all goOd except fOr the end? SO I was like, I get up and I fish my Tanach Out Of my backpack and as I'm dOing that, and I'm lOOking in Parashat Miketz, I'm kind Of standing up On the train lOOking in Parashat Miketz, trying tO figure this Out, did I miss sOmething? Just then, the train swerves arOund the bend ‑‑ if yOu've ever been on Amtrak, it's not always gentle ‑‑ and pushes me intO the oppOsite rOw. I'm apOlOgizing tO the persOn that I just fell On and meanwhile I lOst my place in my Tanach and I Open it up and I'm abOut tO get back tO Miketz but I just happen tO notice, the page that the Tanach happened tO Open tO was a page in Vayeitzei.
It happened tO be the page which included the verse that was the key tO the dream, which is the verse ‑‑ because remember it is just One verse that gives the physical descriptions Of Rachel and Leah. That's just One verse, "v'einei Leah rakOt v'Rachel haitah yefat tO'ar v'yefat mareh," thOse are the descriptions which are appearing now fOr these cOws. Are yOu with me? My eye just caught the very next verse. Because if yOu lOOk at that verse, the verse which is the key tO the dream, "v'einei Leah rakOt v'Rachel haita yefat tO'ar v'yefat mareh," in Parashat Vayeitzei, when JacOb is first intrOduced tO these wOmen. The very next verse is, "VayOmer YaakOv el Lavan," and JacOb said tO Laban, "e'evadcha sheva shanim b'Rachel bitcha haketanah," I'll wOrk fOr seven years fOr Rachel, yOur little daughter.
In the end thOse seven years turned intO seven mOre years, seven years fOr Rachel, seven years fOr Leah. All Of a sudden, JOseph, knowing the family histOry, figures it Out. He says, I know what yOur dream means, I know what the cOws are. The cOws are years, it's the only pOssible explanation, C equals Y. In Other wOrds, in my dream, the only way tO make the dream wOrk Out is that when yOu were envisioning me and my brOthers in the fields, the seven cOws didn't represent me and they didn't represent Rachel. The seven cOws didn't represent the sOns Of Leah.
YOu know what they represented? They represented the seven years that my father wOrked fOr Rachel and the seven years that my father wOrked fOr Leah. What the dream was really saying was that when me and my brOthers were shepherding in the fields, in the language of the dream, that's pOrtrayed as if the seven years Of time that my father wOrked fOr Rachel were shepherding tOgether with the seven years Of time that my father shepherded fOr Leah, such that when they threw me in the pit it was as if seven years were lOst frOm his life. It was as if the seven beautiful years Of Rachel were just swallOwed and gone, as if thOse years were of no cOnsequences because I was Out Of his life.
The reasOn why the dream is pOrtraying it that way is because when me and my brOthers were shepherding in the field, we were the fruits Of thOse years. We're only there because of thOse years. We are the tangible prOduct Of thOse years, but yOu cOuld pOrtray what was happening in terms Of the years themselves shepherding in the fields. That's what's happening, that's why there were seven years and that's why there's seven years here, that's why there's seven years there. Which will explain, by the way, the imagery particularly Of cOws. Why? Because cOws in Hebrew, hOw dO yOu spell a cOw?
Pei‑Reish‑Hei. NOw, if yOu take Pei‑Reish‑Hei, what's the other meaning of Pei‑Reish‑Hei other than cOw? Parah, fruits Of the wOmbs, p'rei u'revei.
JacOb was in fact tOld p'rei u'revei, Pei‑Reish‑Hei, have lOts Of children. SO cOws cOuld be a metaphOr fOr the children of, right, the cOws are the children of the years. But One secOnd. What was I dOing dreaming abOut wheat? I'm a cattle rancher, why was I dreaming abOut wheat? The answer might be, One secOnd, if Pharaoh was dreaming abOut cOws and when he was dreaming abOut cOws, Pharaoh was really dreaming abOut my past. Maybe when I was dreaming abOut wheat, back then, what was I dreaming abOut? Maybe I was dreaming abOut Pharaoh's future or a future in Pharaoh's hOuse. Then he kicks himself because he's thinking tO himself, One secOnd, that wOuld mean that we all kind Of got the dream wrOng.
It never meant that I'm suppOsed tO be in charge of this family with everyOne bOwing tO me. It was fOrecasting an event that wOuld Occur sOme years later. Think abOut what it wOuld mean. The brOthers' sheaves bOwing tO my sheaves. Well, what happens later in life? Later in life my brOthers wOuld becOme desperate fOr what? FOr wheat. And whO's going tO have all the wheat? I am. SO in effect, they're going tO cOme bOwing tO me because I'm going tO be in charge of all the wheat. It was fOrecasting this mOment. It wasn't saying that yOu're suppOsed tO be the 17‑year‑Old with everyOne bOwing dOwn tO yOu. It was saying there's going tO becOme a time when yOu're going tO be in a pOsition where yOu can take care of yOur desperate brOthers and what are yOu going tO dO with that?
In a way, it was setting up Pharaoh's dream. If Pharaoh's dream says take care of yOur family, this dream was saying there's going tO cOme a mOment when yOu're going tO be in a pOsition tO take care of yOur family. When they're going tO cOme bOwing tO yOu fOr the wheat. But then he says, One secOnd, I had twO dreams, right. SO I had a dream abOut wheat, but I alsO had a dream abOut the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars. I wOnder what that meant. We all thOught we knew. We all thOught it meant that Father and MOther and the 11 brOthers are all bOwing tO us, but maybe it meant sOmething else. Because the One thing I know frOm Pharaoh's dreams is that when yOu have twO dreams, they really bOth mean the same thing in different terms. AlmOst like ones a key tO the other.
SO One secOnd. The sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars. What's One of the things I learn frOm Pharaoh's dream? C equals Y, when there's a thing and yOu dOn't what it means, perhaps cOunterintuitively that thing dOesn't symbOlize anything, it symbOlizes time. The unit Of time it cOuld symbOlize might be years; cOws equal years. Okay. SO I had dream, the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars are all bOwing tO me. HOw many heavenly bOdies are there in that dream? Eleven stars plus the sun and mOOn, equals 13. HOw Old was I when I had that dream? 17 years Old. HOw Old am I now, that I'm standing in frOnt Of Pharaoh interpreting his dreams? The TOrah tells us hOw Old he was, he was 30. HOw many years have elapsed since I had thOse dreams when I was 17? Thirteen years have elapsed.
What did the dream mean? Maybe the dream meant in 13 years everyOne's going tO bOw tO yOu because yOu're going tO be in charge of all the wheat. BOth dreams mean the same thing. In 13 years, yOur family is going tO be desperate and yOu're going tO be in a pOsition tO help them because yOu're going tO be in charge of all the wheat. The dreams mean the same thing.
Okay. NOw back tO the ShabbOs table a week ago with Avigail's question. HOw dOes creation fit in tO all Of this? HOw dOes the secret Of the Cherubs fit in tO all Of this? Well, yOu and I stOOd here abOut a mOnth ago and we went thrOugh creation and we went thrOugh the stOry Of the Tabernacle. One thing emerged ‑‑ many things emerged frOm that, but One of the things that emerged frOm that is that when the TOrah tells us the stOry Of creation, it's actually telling us, in veiled language, a very sOphisticated scientific stOry, but thrOugh parables, thrOugh meshalim. The meshalim, the parables are sOrt Of human‑based parallels Of what it was.
One of the things we fOund was that the sun and the mOOn and the stars represented sOmething. What did they represent? Remember, the way the TOrah characterizes the sun, mOOn and the stars, the creation, is not significant because the sun prOvides heat and light, but significant specifically, because they're time markers. "V'hayu l'OtOt u'lemOadim u'le'yamim v'shanim." Isn't that interesting? The way they're first characterized is as time markers.
We actually decided sOmething else tOO, that what that actually is, is a parable fOr the creation. We talked abOut the three prime events Of creation, the three main havdalOt, the three fundamental significant infrastructure events Of creation. The creation of light, the creation of space and finally the creation of time itself. The TOrah uses the sun and the mOOn and the stars as a metaphOr tO actually discuss the creation of the dimension of time, which is One of the three great infrastructure develOpments Of the universe as we know it.
That means, that in the TOrah itself, the sun and the mOOn and the stars are symbOlic. They actually represent time. Isn't that interesting then? If yOu think, when was the first time ‑‑ pardOn the pun ‑‑ that GOd cOmmunicated tO JOseph that things might be time? The answer might have been, not with C equals Y, cOws equal years, not even with the baker when the lOaves and everything equals days, but going all the way back tO his Own dream. When he dreamed abOut the sun and the mOOn and the stars, thOse represented years because what are the sun and the mOOn and starts mOst basically? When they were created, all they were was actually representations fOr time. They meant time. "V'hayu l'OtOt u'lemOadim u'le'yamim v'shanim," it can mean either days Or years. In this case it means years; 13 years. 
Okay. SO now, let's cOme back tO this issue which is sO what dO dreams mean? Are they prOphecy, are they nonsense or are they neither? Well, they dOn't seem they're nonsense, but they dOn't quite seem like they're prOphecy either. This was like a non‑prOphetic cOmmunication. YOu might even imagine that we cOuld have this kind Of cOmmunication. If yOu stick arOund afterwards, I'll tell yOu a stOry abOut this kind Of cOmmunication. But leaving that fOr a mOment, sO what are these dreams?
It's sO infuriating because the TOrah, when it tells us these dreams, like, yOu and I, if we're right abOut all this, it takes a lOt Of wOrk tO unlevel this, it's not like this is sO Obvious. SO it's like, why can't the TOrah just be ‑‑ if yOu have a message that yOu want tO cOmmunicate tO JOseph, just say it like yOu said it befOre. YOu know, just, hellO, JOseph, I just want yOu tO know in 13 years ‑‑ like hOw cOme it's got tO be sO tricky? What is it that we mean fOr that? What are the meaning of dreams?
NOw, let's talk abOut what the brOthers thOught the meaning of the dreams were. The brOthers, when they got these dreams, when they heard these dreams, what did they think the dreams were? Did they think they were prOphecy? Maybe, but what did they alsO think? Remember they threw JOseph in a pit because of these dreams. Here's hOw things are lOOking frOm ‑‑ the TOrah gives us the brOthers perspective. The TOrah says, "YOsef ben sheva‑esrei shanah hayah rO'eh et echav batzOn." But what was he dOing? The very next verse says he was bringing, "dibatam ra'ah el avihem," he was bringing bad repOrts back tO his father abOut the brOthers.
SO we already know this isn't a happy situation, he's saying evil speech abOut his brOthers, the brOthers aren't sO happy abOut that. Father favOrs him, gives him this cOat. The brOthers see that Father favOrs him, Father lOves him and yet he's being not very nice tO us. This dOesn't lOOk like a very goOd situation. All Of a sudden, he cOmes and has these dreams. NOt Only dOes he have these dreams, bad enough he has the dreams, but he tells us the dreams. Like, why dOes he have tO tell us the dreams? What's that abOut?
FrOm the brOthers' perspective maybe these dreams were prOphetic, but the other pOssibility is what are these dreams? Delusions Of grandeur. It wOuld be just like JOseph tO have these dreams, wOuldn't it?
That's hOw he sees us, isn't it? He's the guy whO lOrds Over us, even thOugh he's the yOunger brOther, bringing back all this stuff tO the brOthers. NOw JOseph is thinking, I dOn't know, I'm just a nice little guy, I can't help that my father likes me. It's true, I mean I dO say sOme things now and then, but Dad has tO know. It's like, I had these dreams, what was I suppOsed tO dO? I didn't ask fOr these dreams, they seem prOphetic tO me. But the brOthers' perspective is no, yOur head is getting away with yOu. This is yOur imagination going out Of cOntrOl. WhO's right? Are these dreams prOphetic, like JOseph thinks? Or are these dreams nonsense, like the brOthers think?
The answer is, neither is right Or tO sOme extent, bOth are right. Here's the stOry. NOw let's get back tO Avigail's question. What is the wOrd rule dOing in here? It dOesn't seem cOincidental, but it's the wrOng dream. It's a reference tO the first dream, not the secOnd dream. Here's the theory I want tO suggest tO yOu. JOseph has a dream abOut the sheaves Of wheat. At the time, where dOes that dream cOme frOm? The brOthers are right, it cOmes frOm his imagination. It's delusions Of grandeur, it's his subcOnscious running away with himself. He is telling evil speech abOut his brOthers, he is favOred by his father.
NOw, if yOu cOnfrOnted JOseph with that and said this is a delusion of grandeur, he wOuldn't see that because it was just a dream. It's his subcOnscious running away with him. His cOnscious mind isn't trying tO see himself lOrding over the brOthers, but his subcOnscious mind is. SubcOnsciously, this is the pOsition that he's in and his subcOnscious just came up with this dream abOut the wheat and the brOthers are mad because it's just like yOu tO have yOur subcOnscious cOme up with a dream like that. TO sOme extent the brOthers are right. HOw dO yOu know? Because of Avigail's question.
The next thing that happens is he has a dream abOut the sun and the mOOn and the stars, that seems tO be the same thing. NOw why wOuld he have that dream next? The answer is what's his subcOnscious dOing? He had the dream abOut the wheat and the next thing that happened is the brOthers respOnded tO it and what did they say? "HamalOch timlOch aleinu, im mashOl timshOl banu," are yOu ruling over us? NOw what's JOsephs respOnse? Hey, I wasn't really thinking abOut that, but like, maybe that's the pOint. That's really interesting that yOu wOuld say, "hamalOch timlOch aleinu, im mashOl timshOl banu," that I'd be ruling over everyOne. What dO yOu think Of that? That night he goes tO sleep with the brOthers' wOrds On his mind, "hamalOch timlOch aleinu, im mashOl timshOl banu;" am I meant tO rule over this family?
Then he has another dream. Is it cOincidental that the next dream he has is Of the sun and the mOOn and the stars all bOwing tO him? It's like thOse wOrds were sticking in his subcOnscious mind, "hamashOl timshOl banu," and the next dream that his subcOnscious cOnjures up is Of heavenly bOdies whOse whOle purpOse is limshOl, tO rule. Except the dream is a reverse, he's ruling over them, they're all bOwing tO him. Because his subcOnscious mind is validating it. Yeah, yOu really are in charge, yOu're the guy. He thinks that's what it means and he walks in and he says the dream, that I'm having this dream. The brOthers and father are like, no, yOur subcOnscious is getting away with yOu, this is crazy. I mean, we're suppOsed tO dO this? That's the nonsense part, but it's not nonsense, I said, because time will tell that these dreams dO mean sOmething.
SO what happened? The real meaning of JOseph's dreams is actually an amalgam Of twO different elements. It starts with JOseph's subcOnscious mind, in a sOmewhat dysfunctional, sOmewhat not sO great relationship with his brOthers, having these dreams that anyOne might have. But then GOd cOmes and says, but I am going tO put meaning in these dreams, and in fact the dreams dO have meaning, it's a prOduct Of his mind, but later On he will see that GOd makes use of the prOduct Of his mind tO cOnvey infOrmation that this kid needs tO know. He's going tO figure it Out just in time tO be able tO save his family. The infOrmation is that in 13 years they're all going tO be desperate and what are yOu going tO dO?
All Of a sudden, there's going tO be this mOment, where in order tO get Out Of jail, yOu're going tO have tO interpret a dream Of a sOvereign mOnarch, but the only way yOu can interpret it, is tO arrive at another cOnclusion tOO, which is tO understand that I'm telling yOu what yOu've got tO dO. That when yOur family is desperate fOr the fOOd, yOu're the beautiful cOws and they're the ugly cOws and yOur jOb is tO give it tO them. SO in yOur subcOnscious mind, that yOu're creating these dreams, I'm taking thOse dreams and imprinting meaning. YOu think that yOu know the meaning of yOur dreams, yOu think it's all sO simple. YOu think that the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars mean the father and the mOther and the brOthers are all bOwing? Well yOu're wrOng.
The way I see it, GOd says, the thing tO pick up On, On that dream is not what yOur subcOnscious mind is picking up On, the wOrd rule, that yOu heard, which is getting yOu tO think Of the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars. It is true that creation is the key tO the meaning of the dream Of the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars, but not the way yOu think. The key Of creation is that the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars themselves are metaphOrs. They're metaphOrs fOr time and the real meaning of the dream is that these are 13 years. I think ‑‑ and let me just clOse with the idea that what dOes the dream really mean, the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars? If yOu just add it up and dO the math it means that the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars, which represent time itself, as we said a mOnth ago Or sO, are bOwing tO yOu. SO now what dOes the dream mean?
It dOesn't just mean, in 13 years people will bOw tO yOu. Think abOut what the dream is actually saying. The sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars are bOwing tO yOu. What are the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars? Time. SO what dOes the dream really mean? It means time is bOwing tO yOu. It means 13 years are bOwing tO yOu. What dOes that mean?
I want tO clOse with this thOught. That meaning, that deep meaning, is a final cOnsOlation prize fOr JOseph, I believe. Here JOseph is, his life is ruined, he was 17 years Old, it was all goOd. He was a kid, life lOOked up. I'm in charge of my father's hOrse, I'm having these dreams Of grandeur, everything is great.
In a flash, life changes frOm magnificent tO the wOrst thing in the wOrld. I'm sacked, I'm thrOwn intO a pit, I'm carried Off intO Egypt as a slave. Just when life lOOked like it was getting a slightly bit better, in POtiphar's hOuse, I'm framed and I'm thrOwn in prisOn tO rOt.
When he's in prisOn rOtting, year after year is slipping away and he is in dungeon and everyOne has fOrgotten abOut him. His family has fOrgotten abOut him, POtiphar has fOrgotten abOut him, everyOne whO cares abOut him has fOrgotten abOut him and year after year slips away. He thinks what hOpe dO I ever have tO ever get Out Of here?
In thOse mOments, what is his greatest enemy, after another year slips away and another year slips away? The answer is, his greatest enemy is time itself, at this pOint.
Did yOu see the Wizard Of Oz? DO yOu know what the mOst terrifying mOment Of the mOvie of the Wizard Of Oz is, the one that always got me when I was a kid? It's when the wicked witch lOcks up DOrOthy in her castle and takes the hOurglass and turns it Over and says these sands Of life, this is the time Of yOur life. When the sands evapOrate, sO dOes yOur life, yOu will die. She watches as the sands just fall and at that mOment time is her enemy. EveryOne has fOrgotten abOut her, whO's going tO save her? She's lOcked in the dungeon and all she can dO is watch herself getting older and she just has an hOur.
That's JOseph and he lOOks and I'm all alOne and now the great enemy that I cannot dO battle against is time. Except his dreams give him One last little piece of cOnsOlation. His dream says the 13 years, thOse years are the wOrst 13 years Of yOur life. The years where everyOne fOrgot abOut yOu. The years where yOu think that time itself is yOur enemy and yOu're going tO die in dungeon, time is not yOur enemy, time is yOur servant, time is bOwing tO yOu.
ThOse 13 years are wOrking fOr yOu. YOu dOn't know hOw, but I, GOd, know hOw. The seeds are being planted and after these 13 years, yOu will emerge and yOu will be in charge of the wOrld. YOu will be the mOst pOwerful man there is. YOu will be the only One in a pOsition tO take care of yOur family and yOu're going tO see them again and yOu have a chance tO get back tOgether with them. Time is wOrking fOr yOu. YOu just need tO wait until the mOment where time can dO its wOrk and yOu can cOme out.
The final cOnsOlation was, the sun and the mOOn and the stars are just time. YOu think it's yOur enemy, yOu think that it's ruling over yOu. YOu are, in fact, ruling over it.
SO if yOu want tO stick arOund fOr three minutes, I'll just tell yOu the stOry. I tOld yOu, I'll tell yOu the stOry. If yOu've got tO go, yOu've got tO go, but here's the stOry. The stOry goes like this.
AbOut a year Or sO ago, I gave a version of this talk in another city. I dOn't want tO even say what city it was, because it's going tO give away certain infOrmation that might embarrass people, sO I'm going tO pretend it's Cleveland, but it's not. Okay?
SO let's imagine I'm in Cleveland and I'm giving this talk. NOw, I hadn't seen all the stuff in this talk yet. The stuff that was just a week Old, is just what I tOld yOu now. SO fOrget abOut all that, but I was talking abOut the basic interpretation of Pharaoh's dream which I had seen back then. I kind Of ended the talk at the mOment where I said that lOOk, yOu know, this is an example of non‑prOphetic cOmmunication, where GOd seemingly can kind Of tap On JOseph's shOulder. He didn't really speak tO JOseph, but he tOld him everything that was impOrtant fOr him tO know. All happened in these dreams and JOseph was the Only persOn tO know it.
What was the vehicle? The vehicle was that, if yOu think abOut it, the slate that the GOd used fOr cOmmunication with JOseph, was really just JOseph's life. All JOseph had tO dO was be observant. He had tO actually pay attention tO events and when they resOnated with his Own life, pay attention and cOnnect the dOts and say Oh, that's what it means.
NOw, the danger Of cOurse in all Of this is, that yOu can dO it the wrOng way. In other wOrds, yOu can misinterpret things. When JOseph has his dreams, when he's 17 years Old and they are meaningful ultimately, but at the time he misinterprets it, sO a very dangerOus thing, is thinking yOu know.
Here's the danger, the danger is, it's One thing fOr GOd tO tap yOu On the shOulder, it's another thing tO know exactly what that means. YOu can easily misinterpret it because yOu dOn't have enough infOrmation. Think even JOseph. JOseph can't know really what the dreams mean, until nine mOre years elapse and he sees his brOther and then he finally gets it, he finally understands what his Original dreams mean. He just dOesn't have all the infOrmation available tO understand the dreams.
That puts JOseph actually in a very difficult pOsition. When he first has his dreams, he has this intuition that, Oh, my gosh, the sun and the mOOn and the 11 stars prObably mean sOmething. It dOes mean sOmething, but it's alsO the prOduct Of his imagination and the real truth is, he dOesn't yet have the infOrmation tO be able tO prOperly interpret the dreams.
The mistake he makes at that mOment is tO jump frOm the very cOrrect Observation that GOd is telling me sOmething, tO and therefOre I need tO figure it Out now and here's what it prObably means when yOu have no idea what it prObably means.
We might face the same thing. In other wOrds, in our lives it may well be that yOu and I are alsO subject tO non‑prOphetic cOmmunication. There may well be mOments in our lives where GOd is tapping us On the shOulder, there's these events that resOnate in our lives.
It's a very attractive notion, this notion that yOur life is this slate, it's this set Of experience that yOu share with GOd and yOu and GOd are the only Ones in the rOOm whO know what it is and GOd can write on that slate and tell yOu think the same way that He tOld JOseph. YOu can have these mOments where yOu say, Oh my GOd, this is not cOincidental, this is resOnating with my life, I know this isn't cOincidental. I bet my hOuse, this is not cOincidental, I just know it is.
Then, the next challenge yOu have is, sO what is GOd telling me? That's where yOu get intO trOuble because yOu dOn't always know. There's a difference between knowing that GOd is saying sOmething and knowing what GOd is saying. SOmetimes yOu just have the patience tO say, GOd is saying sOmething, but I dOn't know what it is and it is dangerOus fOr me tO assume that I dO. SO sOmething's going on, but I dOn't know what it is. At that pOint yOu might say, sO why is GOd telling me this if I dOn't know what it is? If I can't figure out what it is, why is GOd tapping me on the shOulder?
TO which the answer might just be, even if yOu dOn't know what it is, the fact that GOd is tapping yOu On the shOulder and saying sOmething tO yOu is itself life‑changing, even if yOu dOn't know the message.
A life lived with taps On the shOulder frOm GOd is different than a life lived withOut taps On the shOulder frOm GOd, if yOu think abOut it really in a spiritual kind Of way. YOu dOn't have tO answer this question, but if yOu just pOse this question tO yOurself fOr a mOment. Ask yOurself, dO yOu walk arOund every day with the feeling like GOd is with yOu and is walking with yOu and is accOmpanying yOu thrOugh every mOment Of yOur life? DO yOu walk arOund with that feeling? DOes yOur life feel that way?
NOw, yOu can imagine the difference between a life that feels that way and a life that dOesn't feel that way. I think, the truth is that if yOu ask people tO lOOk intO their hearts, many people, even many religious people wOuld have tO answer that question, no. NOw, they wOuldn't be hOnest and say that the answer tO that question is no, because it sOunds like such a terrible thing tO say, but in their heart Of hearts yOu have tO say dO I really feel like the Master Of the Universe is with me every step Of the way and is experiencing everything vicariously that I am experiencing and is just with me in life? YOu might say no.
If yOu cOuld interview sOmebOdy that felt that way and they're hOnest with yOu and yOu asked a fOllOw up question. The fOllOw up question was, why dO yOu feel that way? Why dO yOu not feel that, yOu're a religious persOn, why is it that yOu dOn't feel that GOd is in yOur life every step Of the way?
What that persOn might say, if they're hOnest is, yOu know, the Master Of the universe, He's got a lOt Of things On his mind. He's got the AndrOmeda Galaxy tO wOrry abOut, He's got the universe tO wOrry abOut, He's got His angels tO wOrry abOut. Just here on Earth, this little planet, He's got 4 billion people tO wOrry abOut, there's majOr wOrld crises going on, what dOes little old me really rate that GOd is going tO spare that precious time thinking abOut me?
That's what yOu might think. Except, what if a persOn like that lived his life and then one day got this tap On the shOulder, which he was absOlutely sure was not cOincidental, which he wOuld bet his hOuse on that GOd was talking tO him. He dOesn't know what it means, but GOd in that mOment was talking tO me.
If yOu knew that, that GOd, right at that mOment, was with me, was saying sOmething that I dOn't know what it is, but He was saying sOmething tO me I am sure, I'm willing tO bet my hOuse on that. That's life‑changing because if GOd was with yOu then and yOu know that yOu mattered enough right then, that GOd was with yOu, yOu think He left?
GOd cOuld always be with yOu, yOu just saw it right then, but yOu did see it then, that is itself life changing. Maybe yOu dOn't know but yOu dOn't have tO know sOmetimes. Just knowing that GOd reached Out tO yOu itself, even if yOu dOn't know what He's saying, is itself Of majOr spiritual mOment.
SO I gave this talk and that's kind Of hOw I ended it, in let's say Cleveland and sOme guy in the back Of the rOOm raises his hand. He says, sO Rabbi, I have a question fOr yOu. DO yOu ever get these taps On the shOulder in yOur Own life?
NOw, I hadn't been prepared fOr that question. SO I gave him an answer, but at the time that I gave the answer, I didn't really realize it, but I sOrt Of evaded the question. I said sOmething that kind Of threw him Off the trail, but I didn't really answer the question and here's what I said.
I said, well, let me tell yOu abOut my interest in this tOpic. YOu know why I'm interested in this tOpic? Because when I was a kid, my father, Of blessed memOry, was struggling with cancer. As he went thrOugh that jOurney Of a battle against cancer, he was quite sure that he had these mOments in which there were these taps On the shOulder in his Own life.
It wasn't just One event, there were a number Of such events and I was a kid, I was just 10, 11 years Old, nine years Old, but he wOuld share with me sOme of these mOments and he wOuld tell me abOut them. They were spOOky kind Of things and they always stayed with me and I always wOndered with them, like, they always kind Of haunted me.
Like fOr example, he had a dream Once. He was in remission fOr abOut twO years, he thOught it was Over, everything was fine and then he has this dream. The dream is that there's these twO mOnsters that are battling each Other, these twO like dragons and in the backgrOund Of the dream he's seeing these places in his life that he lived; San FranciscO and Arlinda and these various different places and the final place that he sees, the final scene of this battle, is actually Berkeley, CalifOrnia, where we were living at the time.
It's like in his Own frOnt yard and in his Own frOnt yard, One of these mOnsters kills the other mOnster and slays him. Then he wakes up and, this battle going on of my life, maybe between me and cancer and sOmeone's going tO win and the final act is here. If that's what it means then maybe I shOuld see my dOctOr tO see if I've had a recurrence. He went tO see his dOctOr and he in fact had a recurrence and there was a mass that they had tO treat, he went back intO chemOtherapy.
He had a number Of things like this, but he wOuld tell me abOut these things sO if yOu imagine yOu're a nine, 10‑year‑Old kid and yOu hear abOut this frOm yOur father, it's pretty heavy and yOu're trying tO kind Of prOcess it.
SO whO are yOu going tO prOcess it with? YOu know, sOmebOdy Out Of the family yOu want tO talk it Over with. WhO are yOu going tO go tO? I went tO my teacher. I'm a little kid, I have a little fifth‑grade teacher, sO I go tO my teacher and I say like ‑‑ I didn't give him the whOle stOry, but I just said tO him because I'm thinking, my father, he's sick and maybe he's desperate, he's grasping at straws and is this real? Is this not real? SO I just kind Of asked my teacher, I say, sO dreams. If sOmebOdy has a dream and they think it's significant, there might be sOmething going on in the dream. DO yOu think that dream cOuld really be significant? DO yOu think that GOd cOuld really be talking tO people thrOugh dreams in sOme sOrt Of veiled way?
My fifth‑grade teacher, just getting that question said, yOu've really got tO put that Out Of yOur mind. That's just nonsense. GOd dOesn't speak tO people in dreams and he quOted a Talmud Or twO that dreams are full Of nonsense and I went hOme.
I was kind Of chagrined as a nine‑year‑Old kid tO feel that my teacher just thOught it was all nonsense and I came back and I tOld my father that. I said, Dad, yOu know, I was talking tO me teacher, I asked him abOut dreams. He actually thinks it's all nonsense.
My father just laughed and said, Okay, but yOur teacher isn't really experiencing what I am experiencing right now. This is what's going on in my life. I wOuld expect him tO say that, given his experience, but he's not experiencing what I am experiencing. I think if he was experiencing what I am experiencing, he might change his mind. SO that's fine, that's what he thinks, but here's what I'm going thrOugh.
Over time, this had always been a question that kind Of haunted me. SO I said, it's interesting, later in life, many years later, tO be going thrOugh the JOseph stOry and tO seem tO find evidence that the TOrah itself thinks that these dreams, which might in fact be prOducts Of yOur Own subcOnscious, are not just prOducts Of yOur Own subcOnscious, but GOd can get invOlved and actually inlay stuff that's really a tap On the shOulder and is really telling yOu stuff. The TOrah itself says that's a way Of non‑prOphetic cOmmunication. That was kind Of meaningful.
That was the answer that I gave that fellOw in Cleveland that night and then, I got in my car tO leave tO One final talk that I was giving acrOss tOwn and then going hOme. NOw, I was very tired because I had been up since 4:00 in the mOrning tO get a flight and I was cOmpletely exhausted in the car, thinking abOut this next talk that I was going tO give.
I was suppOsed tO give a talk On sOme other tOpic that my head really wasn't in anymOre and I just said, yOu know the heck with it, they're off in the other part Of tOwn, I'm just going tO change my tOpic, I'm just going tO speak abOut the same thing I spOke abOut in this little grOup Of people over here. I'm just going tO redO the same talk, I'm tOO exhausted tO think Of anything else. I'm going tO talk abOut JOseph and Pharaoh's dreams One mOre time.
I get there and the ride that's taking me there is late and there's a much bigger talk than befOre. There's like 250 people and they're all milling arOund waiting fOr me tO arrive. Meanwhile, I had this POwerPOint set up, sO I had tO plug in my cOmputer and the cOmputer is not plugging intO the prOjectOr prOperly, sO I can't get the thing going and time is wasting, as like 10 mOre minutes and everyOne is kind Of grumbling and I'm sweating, trying tO make this thing wOrk and it's not really wOrking.
Just then, I hear this vOice frOm behind me. He says, hey, Rabbi FOhrman, dO yOu remember me? And he's talking and I'm thinking, Oh gosh, this sOme guy in the crOwd whO wants tO play Jewish geography with me, yOu know even thOugh it's like, cOuld yOu pick a wOrse time than this? Can't yOu see that I'm struggling with my prOjectOr and maybe I'll talk tO yOu later? SO I just ignore the guy.
Then it's like, no, Rabbi FOhrman, no. DO yOu remember whO I am? I have sOmething tO shOw yOu, I want tO shOw it tO yOu. He like, wOn't shut up, this guy. It's like he just has tO talk tO me. SO I was like, Okay.
I get up frOm my cOmputer and I was like, yOu want tO know if I remember yOu? I lOOk at this guy and I remember him. I say, One secOnd, yOu're my fifth‑grade teacher frOm Berkeley, CalifOrnia and it was really true, it was him. I hadn't seen him in 25 years and there he is in Cleveland and it didn't even hit me what happened, until after this talk.
After the talk, it's like, dO yOu get what just happened? YOu just gave a talk abOut these taps On the shOulder and sOmeone just asked yOu a question which is, dO yOu get these taps On the shOulder?
The fact is that, althOugh yOu related a persOnal stOry frOm yOur Own life, yOu actually avOided the question because the question was, dO yOu ever get these taps On the shOulder? YOu didn't say yes, yOu tOld a stOry abOut sOmeone else, yOur father whO seemingly got this.
NOw, why didn't yOu answer that question? Why did yOu avOid the question? The reasOn why I avOided the question, prObably was because I didn't really think that I got thOse kinds Of taps On the shOulder.
Maybe my father did, sO I talked abOut that. Maybe it was embarrassing tO say that, no, I dOn't really see in my Own life that I ever got these taps, sO I just avOided the question.
SO GOd lOOks at that situation and says, Oh sO yOu dOn't think yOu're getting enough taps On the shOulder, is that what it is? SO right befOre my next talk abOut taps On the shOulder, whO shOuld cOme alOng, GOd's sense of humOr, tO give yOu the tap On the shOulder? The guy whO says there's no such thing as taps. We'll have him dO it. He has no idea what it is, he just cOmmunicated that.
FOr me it's like, I didn't even realize that at the time. It happened tO be after the talk, when I like played it Over in slOw mOtion, it's like, did yOu see what happened there? Did yOu put it tOgether?
That's the way life is. These things can happen and yOu cOuld just miss it, but if yOu are observant, yOu dOn't know what it means, I dOn't know what it meant, but I'm quite sure that it wasn't cOincidental. When that stuff happens and I think it happens, it's not a goOd idea tO try Overanalyzing it because yOu may not have the infOrmation and Overanalyzing it, when yOu dOn't have the infOrmation might get yOu thrOwn in a pit. SO that's not a goOd idea tO dO, but tO understand that it wasn't cOincidental and that it was GOd, I think is itself is sOmething cOnstructive. SO that was the stOry.
