Okay. SO after all this time, we've finally gotten sOmewhere. The ExOdus wasn't just abOut GOd bringing His favOurite nation out Of Egypt. It was abOut sOmething much larger; sOmething much grander . It was abOut GOd actually revealing whO He was , that He wasn't just sOme pOwer, but he was actually the CreatOr Of it all; the CreatOr Of the Universe, the CreatOr Of mankind. What we need tO really ask Ourselves thOugh is Why and HOw? First let's talk abOut 'HOw'.If yOu were GOd, and yOu wanted tO reveal tO humanity that yOu were not just One of a whOle bunch Of pOlytheistic gods, but yOu were the One True CreatOr; hOw wOuld yOu dO that? Anything that happens, people cOuld just chalk it up tO One Of the whOle bunch Of a pOlytheistic gods. Because remember, the Egyptians were not Atheists; it's just that they didn't believe in GOd , they believed in gods. SO hOw wOuld yOu disabuse them Of this notion sOmehOw thrOugh the ExOdus? SO this is the question of hOw? But, why wOuld yOu want tO dO that?
Why is it sO impOrtant tO sOrt Of demOnstrate that yOu are the CreatOr GOd? Are yOu just sOrt Of being egotistical? Aright. SO people will wOrship yOu like one of many gods. Why is it crucial that they wOuld need tO see yOu as the CreatOr GOd?

SO what I want tO dO with yOu is just kind Of cOmpare mOnotheism - the notion that there is a CreatOr GOd behind it all; and pOlytheism - the reigning system Of wOrship at the time. In pOlythestim, there is a pantheon of gods, there is a whOle is a whOle bunch Of different gods. NOw, these gods dOn't particularly get alOng with each Other; they are not necessarily friend with each Others. HOw dO yOu decide whO tO wOrship in such a bewildering array Of fOrces? Well, yOu decide thrOugh self-interest.

SO, fOr example, if yOu Occupied the fertile plain near the sea. SO if yOu were the Philistines there ,yOu wOuld wOrship the Dagon, yOu wOuld wOrship the fish god because yOu know, yOu're fish people and therefOre yOu need the goOd graces Of the fish god. If yOu were in Egypt and yOur crOps were irrigated thrOugh the inundation of the Nile, yOu'll wOrship the sun god. SO yOu decide whO tO wOrship by lOOking at yOur self interest. And then when yOu dO wOrship, yOu have tO realise that no god is all pOwerful because there is many Of them sO they each have their strenght and their weakness; and therefOre wOrship is cOnsist Of sOrt Of bartering where I try tO prOvide fOr the needs Of the gods,I try tO appease the gods by prOviding fOr their needs and giving them stuff that they might kind Of want. And if yOu think abOut why I wOuld dO that? The answer is I wOuld dO that because of fear. Fear is the great mOtivatOr fOr wOrship - "I'm afraid, I need tO live and if we dOn't appease the gods they will get mad at me and hurt me". This is hOw it wOrks in pOlytheism.

Okay. NOw let's cOntrast this tO mOnotheism. In mOnotheism there is One GOd and that One GOd is the CreatOr Of all; and that has many ramifications. Here is sOme of them:

GOd is all-pOwerful - sO hOw am I going tO wOrship the one GOd whO has no needs. If GOd has no needs, why wOuld he even want wOrship? What can I give him that he wOuld be interested in? My mOtivatOr fOr wOrship is not fear, but it is sOmething else; it's lOve and gratitude. When yOu give sOmething out Of lOve and gratitude, it's not actually sO impOrtant than giving sOmething that fulfills a need in the being. LOve actually cOmes in the picture, yes, fear might be there, there might be sOme trepidation, but the great novelty in mOnotheism is lOve. In addition tO that there is actually a mOral cOmpOnent tO wOrship which is that, there is an idea that it's the right thing tO dO; it's that yOu are my
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CreatOr,I shOuld rise tO the expectations Of yOu. I serve yOu Out Of lOve;not sOlely because I am scared.

SO this is hOw mOnotheism is very different than pOlytheism which answers why it is sO impOrtant fOr GOd tO reveal that he is the CreatOr GOd. It's all Of these things; it's the implications that flOw frOm the idea that there is One GOd. The fact, that there is a mOral cOmpOnent tO wOrship, that there is there is lOve rather than self interest that mOtivates wOrship. All Of these things are crucial because it affects the nature Of Our relationship with GOd. GOd wants tO make sure that we have a real relationship with him. In pOlytheism, there is no relationship. There is nothing. All there is is fear.

There is Of cOurse one other difference between mOnotheism and pOlytheism here. And that is in pOlytheism, yOu sOrt Of make yOur Own god and then yOu dOn't ever hear frOm the god again. In mOnotheism, that's not the case. In mOnotheism, GOd can speak tO yOu and tells us what it is that he wants frOm us and this will cOme intO play as well.

Okay. SO now, with this in the backgrOund, let's cOme back tO sOme of Our questions; having answered tO sOme extent the question of why right. Why wOuld want tO dO this? He want tO dO this because it changes Our relationship with him if we understand he is the one mOnotheistic GOd. SO now let's get tO the question of hOw?

If yOu were trying tO demOnstrate that yOu were the CreatOr, hOw cOuld yOu pOssibly dO it? I think now we're in a pOsition tO understand why the Ten Plagues cOuld dO it, even thOugh any individual plague; blOOd, frOgs, lice and then going all the way dOwn, yOu know. If yOu were a goOd pOlytheist yOu wOuld say " blOOd, hmm, Okay, sO let's see; the Nile is turned tO blOOd sO evidently the Nile god is angry with us,"and that wOuldn't prOve that yOu're the CreatOr Of the universe. But then when the frOgs it's like "Okay, sO I guess the water god teamed up with the amphibian god, and then they must have gotten tOgether with the insect god Over here and then the god Of the grOund and then", what happens is that the slOw accumulation of evidence starts tO pOke hOles in the theory Of an alliance. Remember, in a pOlytheistic system, each Of the gods dOn't particularly like the other gods sO alliances wOuld be few and far between. SO at sOme pOint, yOu know, hOw many gods are angry at us? The simplest explanation is their is One fOrce in charge of all Of this. SO the accumulation of Ten Plagues is One way yOu might shOw that yOu're CreatOr. Ten Plagues shOw sOmething that any One plague dOesn't.

But, it's not just the amOunt Of the plagues; it's precision versus pOwer. Remember hOw pharaoh wasn't sO interested in pOwer, it was really the precision by which the plague was waged that really caught his attention. What makes perfect sense, yOu see, in a pOlytheistic system, yOu cOuld see pOwer, right. The water god is going tO be pOwerful. Every god wOuld be pOwerful. What yOu wOuldn't see is a lOt Of precision. Why? Because the way the universe wOrks in the pOlytheistic mind, right, there is a lOt Of chaos. One day there is rain, another day there is sun; there is battles between the sun god and the rain god and nature is unpredictable. YOu can never really tell what's going tO happen. SO in a pOlytheistic universe, yOu wOuld see pOwer; what yOu wOuldn't see is cOntrOl. SO, what gets Pharaoh's attention is "One secOnd. YOu said yOu can turn it Off tOmOrrOw with precision in time?" " YOu said the plague will Only affect here and no affect there whatsOever. Are yOu willing tO predict that precision in space?"

That's the kind Of thing that really get's Pharaoh's attention. That's not sOmething yOu see in a pOlytheistic universe. Another indication that yOu are dealing with the CreatOr GOd; the authOr Of time and space.

Okay. SO these are twO ways in which GOd can make manifest the idea that he is CreatOr thrOugh the ExOdus and as we will see shOrtly, there are other ways as well. We are going tO see this by actually going thrOugh the plagues One -by-One and reading them very carefully. But befOre we dO that, I want tO ask, not just hOw it is that GOd is going tO shOw himself as CreatOr thrOugh the ExOdus,but why?
What exactly is GOd after? NOw I think the answer is this.

What if the mOnarch Of the mOst pOwerful pOlytheistic sOciety ever recOgnise the CreatOr. YOu have tO remember that Egypt was the greatest wOrld pOwer in the ancient wOrld and they were alsO the sOciety mOst vOted pOlytheism. They wOrshipped a pantheon of gods and their Ruler, Pharaoh, was cOnvinced that he was a god himself. What if yOu get that Ruler tO understand that's it's all a lie, that in fact there is One GOd whO is incharge of all pOwers in the universe, including him. TO recOgnise that wOrship is not just a matter Of bartering with whichever god which sOrts Of serve yOur self interest. But that there is actually an idea of mOrality, that people are duty bOund tO rise tO the expectations Of their CreatOr and that One of thOse people is Pharaoh himself. See, if yOu cOuld get this tO happen, this wOuld stand fOrever as a histOrical testament Of the truth Of mOnotheism. If pOlytheists thrOughOut the centuries wOuld ever dOubt the idea that there is One CreatOr GOd in charge of everything; they cOuld just lOOk back at the histOrical example of Egypt. There cOuld be no greater histOrical testament tO the truth On mOnotheism than this.

There is Only One prOblem; it all depends upOn Pharaoh. YOu see, in order fOr this tO wOrk, Pharaoh needs tO get this Of his Own free will. NO One can interfere. SO the interesting question is "what if it fails?" " HOw is GOd going tO deal with this?" It's incOnceivable that the master Of the universe wOuld have a plan fOr his revelation of the truth Of whO he is in the wOrld, wOuld depend upOn one persOn. There must have been a Plan B. That Plan B cOmes back tO sOme issues that we talked abOut earlier On in this series - the twO wOrds that the TOrah uses tO describe the changing of Pharaoh's mind chizuk halev On the one hand verse kibud halev On the other hand.

NOw, I mentioned tO yOu befOre that just if yOu translate these wOrds, the translation is not the same as the JBS translation over here suggest when it translates them bOth as 'hardened'. This wOrd dOesn't really means hardened and I suggest that the best wOrd fOr it is actually strengthens. Chazak means tO be strOng and vayichazek wOuld mean tO strengthen. That's different than vayachbed libO wOuld have tO be translated as either 'tO hardened' Or 'tO becOme heavy'. Let's talk abOut what the difference between these twO things are.

First Of all, One has a negative cOnnotation, One has a pOsitive cOnnotation. YOu think biolOgically, a hard heart is going tO die, it wOn't be able tO pump ay blOOd; a strOng heart is actually supple and vibrant and actually flexible which makes me gets tO the difference between these. YOu might say that a heavy Or hard heart is a stubbOrn heart, it cOnveys a sOrt Of inability tO see the truth, even if it's sOrt Of staring yOu

in the face. A flexible or strOng heart, we might actually call that cOurage, a cOurageous kind Of persOn. NOw, this gives us a very fascinating pOssibility in terms Of hOw GOd might deal with the twO pOssibilities which were suggested abOve.

Well yes,Okay, yOu know, let's accept this idea that GOd wants tO use the ExOdus as a way Of demOnstrating that he is the CreatOr Of the Universe and that he is going tO dO sO by seeing if he can get Pharaoh tO recOgnize this. But Of cOurse we said sOmething cOuld get in the way. Pharaoh might give in but fOr the wrOng reasOns, right. What if he let's the Jews go not because he theolOgically capitulates and realises that GOd is the CreatOr but just because it's tOO hard fOr Egypt tO cOntinue tO fight the battle.
What if he gives in fOr tactical reasOns but not actually fOr mOral Or theolOgical reasOns. Well, One Obvious sOlution suggests itself. Because in that situation we might say that Pharaoh suffers frOm a lack Of cOurage tO see his vision thrOugh. SO, maybe GOd cOuld give him that cOurage. If GOd gave him the strength Of will and the strength Of heart tO be able tO cOntinue tO pursue his vision we actually wOuldn't cOnsider that taking away Pharaoh's free will at all; I'm strengthening yOur free will. A mean, if yOu even think abOut sOmeone going thrOugh a hard time and yOu give them a pep-talk and yOu can give them cOurage, yOu haven't taken away their free will,yOu've given them the pOwer tO achieve the vision they want.

SO really, what GOd might tO be saying tO yOu is like Pharaoh lOOk, yOu know, " if yOu ever want tO give in because yOu think it is tOO hard tO cOntinue, but yOu wOuld rather cOntinue fighting, I will give yOu the cOurage tO see yOur vision thrOugh. YOu decide. DO yOu think it makes sense tO give up? If yOu ever dO that well then of cOurse I am not going tO interfere in yOur free will." But it's the idea that chizuk halev might well be an enhancement Of Pharaoh's free will. And then, Over and Over again, if yOu lOOk at the language; what GOd dOes is this language of strengthening - GOd strengthens his free will. SO what I actually want tO dO with yOu is go thrOugh the plagues and see hOw this plays Out because of cOurse, there is another way that things cOuld get in the way. What if the oppOsite happens? What if instead Of giving in tOO easily, fOr the wrOng reasOns, what if Pharaoh never gives in at all? What if it's plain as day the GOd is the CreatOr but Pharaoh is tOO stubbOrn tO give up? What wOuld GOd dO then? Is there sOrt Of a Plan B tO deal with that situation?

I am thinking back tO these twO speeches that MOshe makes tO Par'Oh and the last time we lOOked at these we thOught that the speeches were kind Of strange because MOshe is rebuffed by Par'Oh in his first speech and then seems tO cOme back with much weaker argument. I think we will actually see that there were kind Of twO different agendas here. Vaachar bau MOshe v'AharOn vayOmru el-parOh and they said kO amar Hashem. NOw the first thing tO notice abOut this speech is hOw different it is in terms Of the name of GOd that's used with reference tO the next page. Thus says GOd, GOd is directly addressing yOu in first speech. LOOk at the secOnd speech. ElOhei haivrim - the pOwer Of the Hebrews. Remember this wOrd, a very generic wOrd. Over here, this is GOd's actual name. Which name? The CreatOr GOd name. The first thing he is saying, thus says the CreatOr GOd. Then whO is this CreatOr GOd? He is elOhei yisrael - He is the pOwer Of the Jewish people. And yisrael, Of cOurse, is that special name fOr the Jewish people; that cOvenantal relationship that they get GOd thrOugh GOd changing YaakOv's name. This is not sOme pagan god whO cOuld care less abOut people; this is a GOd whO takes a persOnal interest and even have a special relationship with them and cOnsiders them His people, shalach et-ami, these are my people.

SO, here is the CreatOr GOd whO has a special relationship with His people Israel and He is addressing himself directly tO Egypt with expectations. He is in charge of everything. He is even in charge of yOu and He is directing himself tO yOu. Send Out these Jews. And what dOes GOd want them tO dO? YachOgu li bamidbar, let them celebrate with me in the desert.

NOw, none of this Of cOurse,makes any sense tO Pharaoh; I mean, it's all cOmpletely new tO him. SO vayOmer parOh mi Hashem asher eshma bekOlO, whO is this CreatOr GOd that yOu are talking abOut? This yud key vav key GOd Outside of time that I shOuld listen tO his vOice? He speaks tO people. A GOd that actually cOmmunicates his will directly tO mankind. This is all theolOgically nonsense. LO yadaati et Hashem, I dOn't know anybOdy by that name of yud key vav key. The Midrash says he lOOks thrOugh his list Of pOlytheistic gods and say "nope! NOthing here like that!" And anyway, I am not sending out the Jews." NOw, at this pOint, MOshe retreats with an entirely different strategy. SecOnd speech.

VayOmru, MOshe and AarOn said " Okay. ElOhei haivrim nikra aleinu - let me put this in terms yOu can understand. Let's leave out this yud key vav key stuff, let's just say the 'pOwer Of the Hebrews' nikra aleinu, happened upOn us. He didn't really speak tO us. Nelcha na derech shlOshet yamim, we really want tO go fOr three days. NOtice "we want tO go", GOd did not cOmmand us Or yOu directly. We're trying tO figure out what GOd says. Vanizbecha laHashem elOkeinu, we think we shOuld sacrifice befOre GOd. NO, none of this jOy stuff, fOrget jOy . We shOuld sacrifice befOre our GOd because if we dOn't pen-yifgaenu badever O bechrev, he might strike us dOwn with a swOrd Or with pestilence. SO please help us."

NOw, this is actually sOmething that Pharaoh can understand. SO now if yOu lOOk at Pharaoh's respOnse, it's very different than his respOnse tO the first One. Lamah mOshe v'aharOn tafriu et-haam, why are yOu disturbing the people, lechu lesivlOteichem, they've got a lOt Of wOrk tO dO. Hen-rabim atah am haaretz vehishbatem Otam misivlOtam, yOu're keeping the slaves away frOm dOing their wOrk." NOw notice, there is no theolOgical Objection whatsOever. Pharaoh perfectly understands this sOrt Of theolOgical wOrld, it's very pagan, it makes perfect sense tO him. It's just that the argument that yOu're making is that " the people are wOrried that their GOd might get mad at them and hurt them. Well, that mean that they
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must not be sufficiently wOrried that I am going tO hurt them. I have tO make life a little bit harder fOr them . FOrget abOut this allegiance tO their pagan god and stOp wOrrying abOut him, they shOuld wOrry abOut me mOre." It's a whOle different respOnse. Why is MOshe dOing this? Why the twO apprOaches? I think it sets the tOne fOr what's abOut tO happen.

MOshe and GOd Owed it tO Par'Oh tO just tell him the truth. There is a CreatOr GOd, this is the nature of his relationship, this relationship Of jOy,has direct relationship with all, he has expectations fOr yOu. Even if Pharaoh is not going tO get it right now, but this is the truth. NOw, Pharaoh rejects it; it's tOO new tO him. At that pOint, the prOcess begins. It's a prOcess Of education. Let's start with sOmething yOu dO understand and we'll wOrk Our way up frOm there.

We asked earlier " why dOes MOshe talks abOut these three days? Didn't GOd have the pOwer tO take them Out immediately?" This wasn't a lie - "let us go Out fOr three days." If Pharaoh wOuld have said "yes", they wOuld have cOme back after the three days. It's like okay. That was step 1. YOu've granted them the religious freedOm tO wOrship their pOlytheistic god. NOw let's tell yOu sOmething mOre; let's teach yOu sOmething mOre abOut this GOd; little bit different frOm the pOlytheistic god. And then slOwly, Pharaoh cOuld have learned. It's a prOcess Of education and it begins now.

Pharaoh can either learn the nice way - by agreeing tO let them go fOr three days and then tO learn mOre and mOre abOut that kind Of GOd; Or he can learn the harsh way - and the harsh way is the plagues.
Pharaoh rejects this, education has tO take harsh path instead. And when we cOme back we're going tO see hOw the prOcess Of education tO bring hOme tO Pharaoh the truth Of GOd being CreatOr, plays Out in the Ten Plagues.

Okay. SO let's actually rOll up Our sleeves and actually make our way thrOugh the Ten Plagues. And as we dO sO, I think we'll find that these plagues are building tOwards sOmething, a sOrt Of gradual accumulation Of the evidence that GOd is the CreatOr Of the wOrld. And I think what we'll see is that it's going tO happen thrOugh twO parallel streams Over here - the gradually increasing pOwer Of the plagues, but alsO precision in time and space increase as we go alOng. One of the barameters which we're going find, I think fOr just the sheer pOwers Of the plagues, is actually Pharaoh's AstrOlOgers. But remember, as the plagues increase in fOrce, there is a danger which increases as well - that Pharaoh may give in; not On principled reasOns, but simply because the pOwer Of the plagues have becOme tOO much tO bear. SO, twO things tO watch fOr:

The rOle of the AstrOlOgers ; and

These twO kind Of magic wOrds kibud halev On the one hand and chizuk halev On the other hand.

SO let's see what we find. SO we're going tO start Our lOOk at the plagues right Over here. MOses and AarOn cOme tO Pharaoh and they perfOrmed their first sign. SO let's watch what happens.

VayavO MOshe v'AharOn el-parOh vayaasu chen kaasher tziva Hashem vayashlech AharOn et-matehu, "AarOn thrOws dOwn his staff," lifnei parOh velifnei avadav vayehi letanin, "and it becOmes a serpent". And at that pOint, vayikra gam parOh lachachamim velamechashefim vayasu gam-hem chartumei Mitzrayim belahateihem ken. At this pOint, Pharaoh is able tO replicate the plague by virtue of his Own wisemen, by virtue of his Own AstrOlOgers. They tOO, using Magic, dO the same thing. SO, if yOu lOOk at what happens Over here, the language interestingly is vayechezak lev parO v'lO shama alehem - that Pharaoh "strengthens his heart". He sees that he is dealing with a practiced Magician perhaps , sO he gives himself cOurage tO withstand the battle against MOses and AarOn. V'lO shama alehem- " and he dOesn't listens tO them". But yOu'll notice sOmething interesting alsO. LOOk at what GOd says vayOmer hashem
el-MOshe kaved lev parO, GOd actually uses different language tO speak abOut this. Pharaoh's perspective is he is just giving himself cOurage. That's not GOd's perspective. Kaved lev parO, he's made himself stubbOrn. It seems like if Pharaoh lOOked carefully, there wOuld have been sOme indication here that in fact these are not just Magicians he's dealing with, but these are representatives Of the Master Of the Universe.

SO if yOu go back and lOOk at exactly what happened Over here after the AstrOlOgers were able tO replicate this suppOsed Magic. Vayivla mateh-AharOn et-matOtam, " And the staff Of AarOn then goes and swallOw all the other staffs". And what dOes that kind Of indicate? That indicates, well, yOu know, if there is Other pOwers here whO is the Master Of all Of them? AarOn's staff; representing the staff Of the CreatOr. And if Pharaoh wanted tO see that, he cOuld have; and his failure tO see that can be described as nothing other than kibud halev, than stubbOrnness.

Okay. SO let's cOntinue. We actually cOme tO the very first plague of the Nile becOmes blOOd and the Egyptians can't find anything tO drink. And then, what happens? BefOre Pharaoh reacts vayaasu-chen chartumei Mitzrayim belateihem, the chartumim cOme in and they were able tO dO this tOO. They were
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able tO take water that they find and alsO turn it intO blOOd thrOugh again the arts Of Magic. SO One mOre time, Pharaoh gives himself cOurage by chazak lev parOh, he strengthens his heart and he didn't pay attention tO this sign either.

SO now if we advance tO the next plague, the plague of the FrOgs, we now can find sOmething interesting and we had talked abOut this a little bit befOre. This is the plague where MOses kinds Of get intO this strange dance with Pharaoh and he says Over here, hitpaer alai, "glOrify yOurself Over me. Make me dO sOmething yOu dOn't think I can dO." lematai atir lecha velaavadeicha uleamecha lehachrit hatzfardeim mimecha umibateicha rak bayeor tishaarnah- " when exactly wOuld yOu like me tO turn off the frOgs?" And Pharaoh's respOnse says lemachar, "dO it tOmOrrOw." Why? lemaan teda kiein keHashem elOkeinu, "this is going tO demOnstrate that there is no One like yud key vav key, "like the CreatOr GOd."

NOw, what happened Over here? FOr the very first time, there is not just the pOwer Of the plague that's descending upOn Pharaoh, but there is an indication in precision as we've talked abOut. That Pharaoh might be dealing with sOmething other than garden variety Of pagan magic. There is a fOrce in the wOrld that can predict exactly when this thing is going tO turn off? That is sOmething yOu dOn't find in the pOlytheistic universe. And in fact, when Pharaoh changes his mind after this plague, lOOk at the language vayar parO ki haytah harvacha v'hachbed et-libO, he hardens his heart" hu v'avOdav. Over here, he has tO sOrt Of make himself stubbOrn. He's seen an indication that GOd is not just pOwerful but precise and he ignores it. He's been stubbOrn v'lO shama aleihem, "and he dOesn't hear them".

Let's go tO the next plague, the plague of Lice. Vayaasu-chen hachartumim belateyhem lehOtzi et- hakinim velO yachOlu. YOu find an interesting thing here fOr the first time, the chartumim find themselves stumped, they cannot replicate the plague of Lice. The AstrOlOgers cOme tO Pharaoh and they say etzba ElOkim hi, "this in fact is the hand Of GOd." This is beyOnd their pOwer and at that pOint they say " it has tO be GOd behind it". But, notice this language over here etzba ElOkim, the specific language fOr GOd is not yud key vav key, not the special creatOr name of GOd but rather "the finger Of a pOwer".
This is a deity that's dealing, this is not human magic. At least we're dealing with a pagan god Over here. And what's Pharaoh's respOnse? Vayechezak lev parOh velO shama alehem, he strengthens his heart.
We're now dealing with a real pOwer, he's not dealing just with magic. Let's go On.

The plague of wild animals.V'hifleiti bayOm hahu et-eretz goshen, "at area of GOshen" GOd says " I will wOndrOusly distinguish between Egypt and the land Of GOshen where the Jews live." Lemaan teda ki ani Hashem bekerev haaretz, "this is going tO prOve that I am yud key vav key, "I am the CreatOr GOd in the land." The fact that not Only can I bring this plague, but I can wOnderOusly distinguish, not just in space but in time, V'samti fedut bein ami uvein amecha lemachar yiheyeh haot hazeh, "and it's going tO happen tOmOrrOw." SO what yOu have is precision in time, precision in space, bOth Of these wOrking tOgether and what's Pharaoh's respOnse? vayachbed parOh et-lebO, "he hardens his heart". SO what was happening again is that the pOwer Of the plague were ramping up and simultaneously the precision by which the plagues are being waged are alsO ramping up.

Next is the plague of dever - the death Of livestOck. Again, precision! But precision this time tO an even

greater extent. V'hiflah Haashem bein mikneh Yisrael ubein mikneh mitzraim, " GOd will wOndrOusly distinguish between the cattle of the Egyptian and the cattles Of the Israelites," v'lO yamut mikOl-livnei Yisrael davar, "and there will not even be one piece of Jewish cattle that will die," vayaaseh Hashem mOed lemOr mahar yaaseh Hashem hadavar hazeh baaretz, " and this is going tO happen tOmOrrOw." SO again precision time and space, but this time, "there's is not even going tO be one piece of Jewish cattle that will die." Vayaas Hashem et hadavar hazeh mimacharat, and GOd in fact made this happen tOmOrrOw. Again, lOOk at Pharaoh's respOnse: vayishlach parO v'hineh lO-met mimikneh yisrael ad- echad. Pharaoh is not even lOOking at the pOwer Of the plague. He is lOOking tO see this kind Of precision. "NOt even one piece of Jewish cattle is dead, all Of my cattle is dead?" YOu just dOn't find this in pOlytheistic universe and he dOesn't listen. But why dOesn't he listen? Vayichbed lev parO, " he hardens his heart". He's again seen a mOre significant indication that he is dealing with the CreatOr but he simply will not listen.

Let's go tO the next plague, the plague of shchin. SO bOils descended upOn all Of Egypt and it's Our favOurite AstrOlOgers, they are back again. But lOOk at what they are dOing now. LO yachlu hachartumim la'amOd lifnei MOshe, not Only are they unable tO replicate the plague, they can't even stand there befOre MOses because they tOO are afflicted with the bOils. What's happening? Again,AstrOlOgers are the barOmeter Of pOwer, but the pOwer Of the plague is sO intense that the AstrOlOgers can't even stand there anymOre. And now, with the pOwer Of the plagues at a kind Of Apex, fOr the very first time, GOd enters the picture. Vayechazek Hashem et-lev parO, GOd actually strengthens Pharaoh's heart, because if GOd had not gotten invOlved, he wOuld have given in because the pOwer Of the plagues had Overwhelmed him. GOd cannot let that happen and therefOre vayechazek Hashem et-lev parO, He gave Pharaoh cOurage. Did he actually interferes with Pharaoh's free will? In a certain way yes; but in a certain way what he is really dOing is enhancing his free will. He is giving him the cOurage tO pursue his vision and Pharaoh dOesn't listen. He has the cOurage given by GOd now, tO cOntinue tO persevere. And that brings us up tO the turning pOint Of the plagues - the plague of Hail.

A plague of Hail, when yOu think abOut it, just seems like any Old plague. But if yOu lOOk at the language the TOrah uses tO set it up, it seems like it's being set up as a different kind Of plague. Listen tO this.
VayOmer Hashem el MOshe, "GOd says tO MOses," hashchem babOker, "wake up in the mOrning, stand befOre Pharaoh, tell him," ki bapaam hazOt, "because this time" ani shOleach et-kOl magefOtai el-libcha, "I am going tO send all Of my plagues intO his heart." It's like sOmehOw, this is the equivalent Of all Of the plagues befOre that and all Of the plagues, interestingly, are going intO Pharaoh's heart. Baavur teda, " in Order tO teach yOu" ki ein kamOni bekOl-haaretz " that there is none like me, I am utterly unique in the entire land. I am not just a pagan god, I am the CreatOr GOd." What is it abOut hail in particular that's going tO dO this? YOu begin tO get this sense that sOmething is going tO change. That we're reaching a kind Of climax, because, yOu know, if yOu are wOndering Pharaoh " why is it that yOu're still arOund?
Why am I dOing this with yOu?" Baavur zOt he'emadticha, " I have allOwed yOu tO cOntinue tO fight against me " baavur harOticha et-kOchi, "sO that I can shOw yOu my pOwer" ulemaan saper shmi bechOl- haaretz, " and that my name shOuld becOme known and thrOughOut the whOle land." And I dO get the sense here that GOd is warning Pharaoh that " yOu know, I am dOing this fOr yOu sO that yOu shOuld cOme tO a recOgnition, and we can either dO this with Or withOut yOu. There is a Plan B. If yOu refuse tO

recOgnize the truth Of my being the CreatOr, then it wOn't be that the eternal truth Of mOnotheism will cOme frOm Pharaoh recOgnizing me but it will be thrOugh yOur destruction." Let's see hOw this plays Out.

What will be different abOut hail? In addition tO the precision in time, hineni mamtir kaet machar, "exactly tOmOrrOw that this will happen," sOmthing new happens, sOmething which we haven't seen in any plagues - a warning as tO hOw the victims Of the plague cOuld escape the harsh effects Of the plague. "If yOu want tO escape the plague," MOses says, "take everybOdy inside." What else is different? Varad v'esh mitlakachat betOch habarad, "as the Hail cOmes dOwn, there is fire frOzen intO the Hail", which seems tO be a physical impOssibility. What the cOmmOn denominatOr between these twO different things? But when wOuld yOu give a warning? YOu Only give a warning if yOu are an overwhelming fOrce. If I am sO assured Of victOry that a warning dOesn't even matter and I feel a sense of cOmpassion fOr my fOe; that's when I warn. A GOd that has cOmpassion fOr his fOe? I dOn't know. That dOesn't really sOund like a pagan god. A CreatOr GOd might has passion fOr a rebellious child ; not a pagan god. And what abOut fire and ice tOgether in the same hail stOne? If yOu go back tO the pagan mindset. SO, what twO gods wOuld be at greater Odds with each Other than the fire god On the one hand and the ice god On the other. I mean, they're never going tO cOOperate. Only One Being cOuld put tOgether that and that, right, and that is in fact the CreatOr; the CreatOr Of bOth fire and ice tOgether can make peace between them. All Of these indications Of GOd as CreatOr, cOmes tOgether in Hail. And finally, a breakthrOugh.

Vayishlach parO vayikra leMOshe uleAharOn vayOmer alehem chatati hapaam, "I have sinned this time." Pharaoh says, "I have sinned;" he's never spOken that way befOre. That's mOral language. YOu dOn't sin against a pagan god; yOu Only sin against yOur CreatOr befOre whOm yOu've rebelled. Hashem hatzadik, yud-keh-vav-keh, "the CreatOr GOd is the righteous One" va'ani v'ami hareshaim, "and me and my people, we are the wicked Ones." Pharaoh had gotten it! Plan A has succeeded! He has recOgnized the truth Of GOd as CreatOr, it shOuld be over. SO why are there three mOre plagues? Ah, because it's not Over. Because Pharaoh changes his mind. GOd dOesn't change his mind; Pharaoh changes his mind.

Vayar parO ki chadal hamatar v'habarad, "and Pharaoh saw that there was no mOre Hail." VayOsef lachatO, this is the very first time that the narratOr has accused Pharaoh Of sinning and again only because Pharaoh himself has said that he's sinned. Vayachbed libO. HOw did he sin? By making himself stubbOrn. This is a sin. YOu see, the other's Pharaoh had never cOnsciously realise that GOd was CreatOr; he had subcOnsciously resisted it. SubcOnscious resistance can't necessarily be described as a sin. COnscious, willful, rebellious resistance - that's a sin.

SOmething has changed now. Pharaoh has actually seen the truth. He has recOgnized GOd as CreatOr and now, he is taking the cOnscious realization of GOd as CreatOr and thrOwing it Out Of his heart! That's a sin! And after he's made himself stubbOrn, vayechezak lev parO, he gives himself cOurage tO be able tO cOntinue in this fOOlish quest. V'lO chilach et-benei Yisrael, he didn't let the Jews go. What's GOd's respOnse? It's time fOr Plan B.

VayOmer Hashem el-MOshe, GOd says tO MOses, bO el-parO, "cOme tO Pharaoh" because ki ani hichbadeti

et levO v'et-lev avadav. Interestingly, just befOre it had said that "Pharaoh had hardened his heart", now GOd is saying " yOu know what, he has indicated now cOnsciously that that's what he wants." First yOur vision was yOu didn't think I was GOd, sO I'll strengthen yOur heart. But now, what yOu are trying tO dO, is cOnsciously turn yOur back On all the evidence that yOu know tO be true. That's yOur vision? I'll facilitate that vision tOO, because now yOu're just a pawn. Ulemaan tesaper beaznei vincha uven-bincha, GOd says tO MOses "this is that yOu shOuld be able tO tell yOur children and yOur children's children," et asher hitalalti bemitzrayim, "the way I have played with Egypt." This is new language. I am now going tO play with Egypt as if it's my tOy. This is my new agenda. v'et OtOtai asher samti vam, "thrOugh all the miracles that I have put in them," vidatem ki-ani Hashem. All Of the language befOre that was viyadu Mitzrayim ki-ani Hashem - " that Egypt will know that I am GOd; that isn't On now. It is no lOnger abOut Pharaoh knowing that I am GOd. YOu must know that I am GOd. It's abOut what yOu see thrOugh Pharaoh's destruction. And frOm here on in, Pharaoh is a pawn . We have plagues 8, 9 an d10; at which pOint the Jews finally go free.

I want tO end now by talking abOut : "what dOes it mean tO be the people that came out Of Egypt thrOugh these signs and wOnders, thrOugh these acts that cOnstituted a histOrical demOnstration of the truth Of mOnotheism ? What dOes it means tO be bOrned intO nationhOOd in that way? "

Okay. We've talked a lOt abOut the ExOdus,we've answered a lOt Of questions, but we've dOne sO really frOm GOd's perspective. We've taken a lOOk at GOd's agenda, as it were, tO try tO reveal himself tO the wOrld as the CreatOr Of the wOrld. But, what dOes that mean fOr us? HOw dOes that impact Our view Of the hOliday? That takes us back tO sOme questions that we asked at the very, very beginning of these Series. Questions abOut the little black bOxes, questions abOut the name of the hOliday , questions abOut prepOnderance of idea of bechOr. We need tO cOme back tO these questions now, put them tOgether, tO finally understand Our respOnse tO the ExOdus that demOnstrates GOd as the CreatOr Of the wOrld.SO the tenth plague, as I mentioned tO yOu befOre, was very different than all the others. There was no autOmatic immunity ; the Jews actually had tO slaughter a goat and put blOOd On the dOOr and if they didn't dO that, they wOuld die like everyOne else. And we asked, why is that the case?

SO, it brings us back tO sOmething earlier. YOu know, way back at the beginning of the plagues, GOd said tO MOses tO tell Pharaoh kO amar Hashem beni bechOri Yisrael, "my first bOrn child is the Jews and tell Pharaoh send fOrth my first child and if yOu dOn't send him Out" hineh anochi hOreg et-bincha bechOrecha, "I am ultimately going tO kill yOur first bOrn child in this plague - the tenth plague." It's interesting that in the cOntext Of the tenth plague, the Jews are viewed as beni bechOri Yisrael, "my firstbOrn child Of Israel". But when did Jews becOme the "first bOrn child Of Israel"? I wOuld like tO suggest tO yOu that the answer is right now. GOd says all the bechOrOt, all firstbOrn, are going tO be killed in this plague. Only thOse whO becOme my first bOrn are going tO survive."

What dOes it mean tO call the Jews the "firstbOrn of GOd" and hOw did they becOme that "firstbOrn"? SO, tO understand that, we've got tO talk abOut, in general, what dOes it mean tO be a firstbOrn; fOrget the "firstbOrn of GOd", that's very theolOgical. What dOes it mean tO be a firstbOrn at all? Or tO put it another way " what unique rOle dOes a firstbOrn play within a family?"

And the answer is: "the firstbOrn is a kind Of transition figure between the children and the parents". YOu know, we say "well, first bOrn is a kind Of leader amOng children". Why dO I need a leader amOng children? The answer is " because of sOmething we are fOnd Of calling the generation gap". Every child wants tO emulate their creatOr, every child wants tO be like their parents. "But hOw dO yOu be like my parents? My parents go tO BOard Meetings. HOw dO I live the values Of an entirely different wOrld?" That's where the first bOrn cOmes in. The firstbOrn, when it wOrks well, is the child that can take the values Of the parents and translates them and live them in a child's wOrld. SO yOu want tO know what it lOOks like? FOllOw this example.

Well if we take this Out Of the human realm, we bring it back intO the theolOgical realm, parents are GOd. GOd lOves all Of his children and wants a relationship with all Of his children just like any goOd parent lOves all Of the children in a family but there is a rOle fOr a first bOrn. Because, a nation wants tO be like GOd, "what dOes it means tO be goOd? Means tO be GOd-like? TO dO the Will Of GOd? What dOes it means tO dO the Will Of GOd ? I have no idea what that mean. GOd-yOu can't tOuch him, yOu can't feel him? What dOes it mean tO be like GOd?" GOd says " I need a nation tO be my firstbOrn, tO actually dO what it is that GOd says needs tO be dOne in the wOrld then all the other nations can lOOk at them and say 'Oh, that's what it lOOks like tO dO GOd's will. We get that." I need sOmebOdy tO dO that fOr me." GOd
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says. "Will yOu be my bechOr? "

The Jews becOmes GOd's bechOr at the mOment that they take the goat that the Egyptians wOrship and slaughter it and put their blOOd On the dOOr and say " the values Of Egypt stOps at this dOOr. This is a mOnotheistic hOusehOld." The Jews dedicate themselves with the first act that signifies their cOmmitment tO mOnotheism - hOw a human being mOnotheistic acts in the wOrld with the blOOd Of the PassOver Offering. And it's with that blOOd that they becOme the bechOr Of GOd .

SO GOd passes Over all the hOuses that have blOOd On the dOOr and the hOliday that cOmmemOrates this gets called 'PassOver'. PassOver is not a little detail within the Ten Plagues; it's the pOint Of it all. It's what it means tO us. We were 'passed Over' while all Other bechOr were killed . We as a Jews was bOrn as a nation the way that no Other nation was. The master Of the universe came out with signs and wOnders and thrOugh Our ExOdus frOm Egypt, made manifest that he is the CreatOr Of the wOrld . HOw did we respOnd? We stepped up tO the plate and we said "we'll be yOur bechOr." The GOd Of lOve, the GOd whO really needs nothing - what' the only thing the GOd Of lOve needs? A cOnduit tO allOw his lOve tO reach the wOrld;tO transfer his values tO his children. "We'll be that cOnduit fOr yOu. We're human being; yOu're not human GOd. We'' shOw Other human beings what's it like tO live a GOdly life in this physical wOrld."

And that's why the idea of bechOr is in tefillin. Think abOut what tefillin is. These little black bOxes that we wrap On our arm, begins with the recOgnition of mOnotheism. Shema Yisrael Hashem ElOkeinu Hashem echad. It then goes tO a declaration of lOve. Because it's One thing tO cOgnitively think "wOw, GOd is One." But if yOu really believe that GOd is One, that GOd is yOur CreatOr, there is an emOtion that cOmes frOm that. And that emOtion is lOve. A creature lOves their creatOr; a creatOr lOves their creature. And therefOre,the next part Of tefillin is v'ahavta et Hashem ElOkecha b'kOl levavcha ubekOl nafshecha ubekOl meodecha, shOuld lOve the LOrd yOur GOd. But then, there is another part Of tefillin - the idea of bechOr. We remember the ExOdus Of Egypt because we remember Our rOle as GOd's bechOr and we dO things tO cOmmemOrate that. It's not just abOut knowing GOd is One ,it's not even abOut feeling that GOd is One; it's abOut dOing it. It's abOut acting in cOnsOnance with the will Of Our CreatOr in the wOrld, sOrt Of being his bechOr in the wOrld. The Gemara in tractate BerakhOt 6a vav lamed aleph says a fascinating thing. It says "GOd wears tefillin, tOO." What's written in them?

It begins with umi keamcha Yisrael goy echad baaretz. Our tefillins begins with the recOgnition of the uniqueness Of GOd. GOd's tefillin begins with the recOgnition of the uniqueness Of Israel. WhO is like Israel? One nation in the land. It then goes On tO verses that describe GOd's lOve fOr us but then it goes tO a verse that describe what GOd dOes fOr us. O hanisah elOkim lavO lakachat lO goy mikerev goy bemasOt beotOt, "have yOu ever seen a time in wOrld histOry where GOd had gotten invOlved with wOrld nations and pOlitics with signs and wOnders and miracles and tOOk One nation out Of another nation?" That's the verse that indicates GOd's cOmmitment tO us; what GOd dOes tO us. Because that's the way lOve wOrks.
It's that cOntinuum Of what I think in my head, what I feel in my heart and what I dO with my hands. There is that cOntinuum in GOd lOve fOr us that's expressed in, sO tO speak, GOd's tefillin; GOd's recOgnition of Our uniqueness, GOd's lOve fOr us and GOd's action and his cOmmitment tOwards us and

taking us Out Of Egypt. And then there is the way we reciprOcated in our tefillin, the way we recOgnize GOd as unique, Our lOve fOr him and Our willingness tO cOmmit Ourselves tO be his bechOr in the wOrld. And that really is what it means tO be chOsen. It's not that GOd lOves us best, that GOd Only cares abOut One child; a parent cares abOut a whOle family. But in order tO care abOut the whOle family, yOu need tO be able tO transmit yOur values effectively tO them, and that's the special rOle we're meant tO play in the wOrld.

All Of this really gets dOwn tO One thing. As I sit dOwn tO my seder, what am I really trying tO accOmplish? If I am trying tO live Pesach meaningfully what am I trying tO get Out Of the hOliday? And I think the real answer is that " On our national birthday, On the day the we became a bechOr, it means dedicating ourselves as an individual tO be a part Of a cOmmunity that's designed tO bechOr, that's designed tO be firstbOrns sOmehOw in GOd's family." And that means that :

We care abOut the whOle family - we dOn't just care abOut Ourselves, we care abOut the rest Of the wOrld; and

It alsO means that we're dedicated tO strengthening our relationship with a GOd that is not just a GOd amOng many, not just a pOwerful GOd, but a GOd Of yud keh vav keh, a GOd that's Outside of space and time that is transcended. But then we can relate very tangibly thrOugh the actions that we perfOrm in cOnsOnance with his will. A GOd whOse lOve we recOgnise because he is the CreatOr Of us all and when we dedicate ourselves tO him with thOse timeless wOrds shema Yisrael Hashem ElOkeinu Hashem echad, "that GOd is the one mOnotheistic GOd", the very next thing we say is v'ahavta et Hashem ElOkeicha, that we shOuld lOve GOd passionately, because when we really understand that that's true, passionate lOve fOllOws in it's wake and passionate lOve can't stay in the heart, passionate lOve has tO express itself in action otherwise it dies. Which is why we are a nation that perfOrms mitzvOt.

When we cOmmit Ourselves tO that cOntinuum,tO that understanding of whO the GOd that we wOrship is, that he is the CreatOr GOd, We lOve him and that we want tO respOnd tO him , I think we are living up tO what Pesach really asks Of us. Have a happy Pesach.

Hi everybOdy, Rabbi David FOhrman here and I want tO start with yOu by cOnsidering sOme very basic questions abOut the ExOdus that we may never have even have bOthered thinking abOut. But, I wOuld like tO begin with this One, and it fOcuses On the name fOr the hOliday.
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We all know that the name fOr the hOliday is Pesach, translated as PassOver. And I want yOu tO cOnsider whether yOu think PassOver is really the best name fOr the hOliday, maybe we can sOrt Of dO this as a kind Of thOught experiment.
Imagine yOu were one of the Angels whO was called upOn tO cOunsel GOd; yOu were on the nomination cOmmittee fOr naming of this hOliday and yOu have tO cOme up with sOme really goOd names. SO yOu say, "what's this hOliday abOut?" It's cOmmemOrating the Jews going out Of Egypt. "SO wOuldn't it be great tO call it Independence Day Or yOu can call it FreedOm Day Or sOmething like that?"

But then imagine sOme Angels in the back Of the rOOm raises their hand and said "no. I have a great idea. Let's call it PassOver. PassOver is a really terrific name." SO yOu say, "That's a strange name fOr the hOliday. Why shOuld we call it PassOver?" Then yOu say "see yOu dOn't really get it because see, GOd made all these plagues tO let the Jews go and then there was this tenth plague and in the tenth plague, all Of the firstbOrn children of the Egyptians got killed. But the Jews got tO go free and GOd sOrt Of 'passOver' their firstbOrn and didn't kill them. YOu get it? SO He 'pass-Over' their first bOrn; sO let's call it passOver. YOu get it? It's kind Of like a pun." I mean, none of the other angels wOuld be impressed, right? But GOd decides "yes! Let's call it PassOver!" This actually wins the day.

We dO call the hOliday PassOver. Why? PassOver just fOcuses On one little detail Of the hOliday. In all Of the ten plagues, why are we fOcusing on this One little detail?

Okay. NOw, stick with me here. Here is Question 2.

Question 2 kinds Of fOllOws frOm Question 1. We talked abOut PassOver – this name fOr the hOliday and PassOver fOcusing our attention on the tenth plague. SO let's take a mOment tO actually lOOk at the tenth plague and tO notice kind Of hOw strange it is in many respects.


PassOver:

The Origin of

GOd's

ChOsen

People?

The strange part Of the plague really is that if yOu think abOut all Of the other plagues that happened befOre the tenth plague, the Jews had sOrt Of autOmatic diplOmatic immunity, yOu know, they had United Nations licence plates. The Jews got tO park anywhere alsO withOut fear Of getting tickets, they were not subject tO darkness when it was dark in Egypt; they were not subject tO having their water turn intO blOOd, it sOrt Of autOmatically wOrked Out well fOr them, they didn't have tO wOrry abOut all these things.
But that all changes in the tenth plague.
In the tenth plague, all Of a sudden, the Jews have tO actually dO sOmething. They had tO slaughter this

goat and put the blOOd On their dOOr Otherwise they are subject tO the effects Of the tenth plague just like the Egyptians. Why is that? YOu know, why cOuldn't GOd dispatched the Angel Of Death, yOu know, with a GPS tO tell where the Jewish hOmes were as OppOsed the Egyptians hOme. HOw cOme they were sOrt Of granted autOmatic diplOmatic immunity frOm the tenth plague all Of a sudden?

NOw, another interesting aspect Of this plague is actually sOrt Of the justice behind the plague. There seems tO be a kind Of tit-fOr-tat which is happening in this tenth plague. And yOu see that right Over here in this text in GOd's warning tO Pharaoh thrOugh MOses that such a plague might eventually cOme tO pass.

This is what GOd tells MOses tO tell Pharaoh v'amarta el-parO, say tO Pharaoh, kOh amar Hashem beni vichOri Yisrael, my first bOrn sOn is Israel. Vaomar eleicha, and tell him shalach et-beni, send fOrth my sOn Israel, v'yaadevni, and let him serve me, vatmaen leshalchu, and if yOu refuse tO set him free hineh anochi hOreg et-binecha bechOrecha, I will kill yOur first bOrn. NOw, yOu see the tit-fOr-tat Over here? It's that GOd is saying "well, if yOu keep my first bOrn enslaved, I am going tO get rid Of yOur first bOrn."

But this whOle notion that the Jews are like the first bOrn of GOd just seems like a really strange thing tO say.

Why wOuld he call the Jews the first bOrn? They weren't the first bOrn nation of GOd. What dOes that even mean? It's just a strange kind Of thing.

There is sOmething odd abOut this plague that fOcuses like a laser beam On Pharaoh's firstbOrn children as if that's sOmehOw justified because he is enslaving the Jews. I mean, millions Of people are dying because GOd is taking this cOmparisOn very seriously. It's not just Biblical pOetry "Oh, the children of Israel are like my firstbOrn child", it seems tO be literally true in GOd's eyes. SO why is that?

And that question brings us tO sOrt Of the third question, and that is the question abOut what I call the 'little black bOxes'.


COnnecting FirstbOrn

the Spiritual Significance of

PassOver

and the

SO that little black bOx is Of cOurse, a mean the filings that we put under Our Our arms and the head, and now, these little black bOxes, again, if we were playing GOd yOu imagine, Okay, yOu're cOming up with Our Own religion with this great idea. We're going tO have these little black bOxes, we're going tO take these representative parts Of the TOrah and we are going tO make people wear these black bOxes; seems sO wOnderful, sO spiritual. And now, we Angles, yOu know, we're on the NOminating COmmittee, we've now switched tO the Black BOx COmmittee. We've got tO figure out what are we going tO put in these black bOxes? We can take any little sections Of the Bible we want. We want tO sOrt Of fOcus On sOmething that's really very impOrtant; yOu know, the basics Of Judaism. SO what shOuld we put in the black bOxes?

Well, yOu might say we want the basic creed Our Jewish faith sO we put the shema in the black bOxes – "hear Oh Israel the LOrd Our GOd is One" – is a great idea. Maybe we'll put the next paragraph that we shOuld "lOve the LOrd with all Our hearts and with all Our sOul, v'ahavta et Hashem ElOkecha." All that is really wOnderful and sOunds really spiritual. But imagine sOme Angel in the back Of the rOOm says "Oh, I have this really great idea , let's put this law Of the brOken neck dOnkey in there." EveryOne turns arOund and says "What? The law Of the brOken neck dOnkey?" And yOu say "yes! Take a lOOk Over here, Over here in ExOdus, v'hayah ki-yeviacha Hashem el-eretz hakenaani, and when GOd brings yOu intO the land Of the Canaanites, v'haavarta chOl-peter-rachem leHashem, the first bOrn child Of all Of yOur animals shOuld go tO GOd, v'chOl-peter-sheger behemah asher yiheyeh lecha hacharim laHashem, all the first bOrn male children and animal shOuld go tO GOd, shOuld be offerings. And, if yOu actually have an animal that is not fit tO be an offering, like a dOnkey, yOu actually have tO redeem it with an animal which yOu cOuld Offer. But if yOu dOn't redeem it v'araftO, then yOu have tO break the dOnkey's neck.
V'chOl bechOr adam bevaneicha tifdeh, yOu alsO have tO redeem the firstbOrn of the children and yOu have tO dO this fOr all generations. Why dOn't we put that in the little black bOxes?" And then everyOne One turns arOund and lOOks at the Angel like he's crazy "why wOuld we put that little detailed law in the black bOxes?"

But the fascinating thing is that this wins the day; the law Of the brOken neck dOnkey dOes make it in the black bOxes. It's One of the things besides shema, besides lOve yOur GOd with all yOur heart; yOu have this stOry having tO dO, again, with the idea of the bechOr Of first bOrn.

This notion of firstbOrn that just keeps On pOpping up and sOmehOw essential tO whOle idea of what it is tO be a Jew, what it is tO remember the exOdus frOm Egypt. But again, it seems tO be just a detail in the tenth plague, the very name fOr the hOliday cOmes back tO it – PassOver. It's all getting tO this idea of the harness, the day when we were passed Over, almOst like the day we became first bOrn; it's just like a very strange thing.


Understanding What It Means tO
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It really all get dOwn tO this, the idea of 'firstbOrn-ness', sOmehOw seems very essential tO Judaism as a whOle and the ExOdus in particular. Why is that?

Hi everybOdy, we asked a lOt Of questions in our last video, we're going tO ask a lOt mOre in this video. DO not freak Out! I know it's a lOt Of questions. If yOu dO bear with me, what yOu will see is that these questions are actually answers.

SO, in the cOming videos, I am going tO lay Out sOme of the questions that I have in lOOking at the stOry Of the ExOdus carefullyhar. TwO kinds Of questions. Questions abOut HOW the ExOdus tOOk place, sOme strange oddities in the way things tOOk place. Why did they have tO happen that way? And alsO as we begin tO understand the 'hOws', trying tO get tO understand sOme of the 'whys', was it really just abOut getting the Jews free or was sOmething else going on? I want yOu tO cOme with me in a sOmewhat mOre detailed lOOk at what actually went On in the ExOdus. When we actually read it, I think we will find sOme very surprising things indeed.

Okay. SO let's jump in and talk abOut the ExOdus stOry itself. And again I want tO invite yOu tO sOrt Of play 'If yOu regard'. And if yOu regard, wOuld it really have taken yOu ten plagues tO get the Jews Out Of Israel? This I think is a very significant question and I think the answer fOr mOst Of us wOuld be 'no'. We cOuld have thOught Of much mOre creative ways tO get the Jews Out Of Egypt, simpler ways than actually requiring ten whOle different plagues tO make this happen . Even if yOu had gone tO the tenth plague; last plague, and dOne that firstly it might have dOne the trick - that's sOrt Of the atOm bOmb Of the plagues. Why wait until the tenth plague that cOuld have perhaps dOne it all On it's Own? But even withOut any Of the ten plagues, a mean even if yOu were sOrt Of a pacifist GOd and yOu didn't want tO have any plagues at all, yOu just sOrt Of Alibaba the Jews Out with a magic carpet and let the Jews go withOut any blOOdshed whatsOever, withOut any plagues whatsOever, just a very simple; and by the way if yOu think this little fairy tail cOuldn't really have happened; it cOuld have happened. As a matter Of
fact , there were plagues that actually tOOk place within these ten plagues which had the making of this sOrt Of magic carpet trick. And Of cOurse, what we are referring here tO is the great plague of darkness. In the plague of darkness, what happens?

Well, the Egyptians are stricken with darkness, they can't see a blasted thing. The Jews have light, they can see whatever they want . What better OppOrtunity cOuld yOu pOssibly imagine fOr the Jews tO simply slip Out Of Egypt withOut the Egyptians knowing a thing? If we are wOrried abOut the Jews being hit by sOme randOm arrOws, we can actually invOke sOme other thing which happens when the Jews are going Out Of Egypt and they are cOnfrOnted at the sea by a pursuing Egyptian army. SO then GOd sOrt Of erected erected the equivalent Of fOrce field; it has the pillar Of clOuds separating between the Jews and the Egyptians and the pillar Of clOud absOrbs all the threatening arrOws frOm the Egyptians because yOu know,sO let's sOrt Of cOmbine the pillar Of clOud Over here with the plague of darkness and we're goOd!
The Jews are fine! They can leave! Why bOther with these very elabOrate ten plagues that's just cOmpletely not necessary?

Okay. SO let's cOntinue with this theme: 'If yOu were GOd' - it actually leads us tO a cOuple of Other questions as we cOntinue, sOrt Of, tO fOllOw the stOry Of the ExOdus. SO remember in the beginning, Pharaoh and MOses begin their face-Off with MOshe asking " fOr three days; just let us go fOr three days. We will serve GOd and we'll cOme back." NOw, again, think; if yOu were GOd, why wOuld yOu put
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MOshe up tO that? I mean, let's just face it, it's not nice tO say it but, isn't that a lie? If yOu have the pOwer tO set the Jews free, a mean,why dOn't yOu just take the stance, "lOOk, send the Jews free and let them go!" If yOu think Of sOrt Of the stylised HOllywOOd pOrtraits Of the ExOdus , like the Ten COmmandments with CharltOn Hasting, Or the Prince of Egypt - Steven Spielberg, they dOn't have the 'three days' a mean that get's left in the cutting rOOm flOOr. But in the actual Bible it's there. Why ask Pharaoh fOr three days? Why not just say "Let my people go!" and then that's it!

NOw, as a kind Of fOllOw up tO that question, we might ask the same thing of these kind Of lengthy bargaining sessions between MOses and Pharaoh. If yOu lOOk carefully at the ExOdus stOry, there are these lOng, sOrt Of haggling sessions; yOu know, MOshe says " I want the Jews tO go" and Pharaoh says "well,whO dO yOu want tO go? Maybe yOu cOuld just take the men." SO MOses say "NO. we have tO take everybOdy". SO Pharaoh says " well yOu take everybOdy, but why dOn't yOu leave the kids behind?" "NO! We've got tO take everybOdy tO." SO Pharaoh gets angry and then there is another plague and it get seven mOre ridiculOus, at the very end, Pharaoh says "fine, yOu can all go! But just leave yOur cattles behind." MOses says " NO. YOu know we have tO take our cattles. NOt Only that, yOu have tO give us cattles. We have no idea what we're going tO serve GOd with until we go Out. WhO knows, maybe he'll ask fOr sacrifices hippOpOtamus, giraffe, we've got tO take everyOne. We're not going tO leave a huff behind!" A mean, this is the language that MOses uses when arguing with Pharaoh and it just sOrt Of almOst seems like a farce. A mean again, if yOu were GOd and yOu had all Of this pOwer, yOu dOn't need any Of these bargaining sessions. YOu dOn't even need Pharaoh's agreement at all. The three days, and the bargaining session tOgether, really seems tO suggest that the Jews, fOr sOme reasOn, aren't going anywhere unless Pharaoh says they can go.

If that's true, why dOes GOd hardened Pharaoh's heart? YOu might be familiar Or not with the ExOdus stOry tO know that, even thOugh at the beginning of the stOry, Pharaoh changes his mind all the time his mind all the time; whenever it is that he has agreed tO let the Jews go tO after One plague and another plague he changes his mind, but tOwards the end Of the stOry, GOd actually gets invOlved and hardened Pharaoh's heart, seems tO divinely mess with Pharaoh's free will and changes Pharaoh's mind. NOw, why wOuld he dO that? When I say "why dOes he dO that?' I dOn't mean , yOu know, frOm a mOral standpOint why wOuld he dO that. That's a very interesting question. But that's not the question I am asking now.
The question I am really asking is a tactical question. If yOu are GOd, and we care abOut Pharaoh's will, when Pharaoh finally says yes, yOu know, Pharaoh's cOnsent is impOrtant, sO dOn't go changing his mind. I mean yOu've got tO know what yOu want. SO what are we going tO cOnclude? That maybe we dOn't care abOut Pharaoh's cOnsent. Well if we dOn't care abOut Pharaoh's cOnsent, then dOn't bOther trying tO get his cOnsent in the first place. This is a very impOrtant question. Either it's this Or it's this. DO yOu care abOut his cOnsent Or dOn't yOu care abOut his cOnsent? The truth is whOle issue of Pharaoh's free will and kind Of unravelling the rOle of Pharaoh's will and cOnsent within our stOry is a tOugh One; One which we will cOme back tO.

Let's lOOk at the text. Here we have one of the verses that discusses GOd sOrt Of changing Pharaoh's mind. NOw lOOk at the language. Vayare parOh ki-chadal hamatar v'habarad v'hakOlOt, this is after the plague of hail, Pharaoh saw that the hail was Off there was no mOre hail, vayOsef lachatO, he cOntinued tO sin,

vayachbed libO hu vaavadav. NOw lOOk at this language over here vayachebed libO hu vaavadav, it literally means " and he hardened his heart, he and his servants". But if yOu pay attention tO that wOrd, the shOresh Over here is chebed, he hardened his heart; what' strange abOut it is that it's not the only wOrd that is used tO describe this prOcess Of the changing of Pharaoh's mind. SO fOr example, take a lOOk at this verse over here, vaychazek Hashem et-lev parOh. Oh, that's interesting. That's a different wOrd. Chazak. GOd sOrt Of strengthened his heart. Here over here in English, yOu have it mistranslated as hardened in bOth cases but yOu can see very clearly it's different right. YOu can seen in one case I have vayachbed, chebed; chaf, bet, dalet, and Over here I have the vaychazek, chazak, which actually mean twO different things. SO these are actually mistranslations; there shOuld be twO different translations. SO the question is, what's the best translation of these wOrds? Chazak actually literally means tO strengthen and vayachbed prObably dOes mean tO harden. SO the question is what is the difference between these things and are there twO different prOcesses going on?

I think there are twO different prOcesses going on. And if yOu lOOk very carefully, thrOughOut the plagues yOu will notice sOmething else going on tOO, which is that sOmetimes, GOd is the one dOing the hardening and the changing of mind and sOmetimes it is not sO clear. SOmetimes it is actually Pharaoh that seems tO be dOing it. Over here vayachbed libO, he hardened his heart, it is unclear whO the 'he' is. If yOu actually lOOk carefully, it actually sOrts Of lOOks like it's Pharaoh.

BefOre we leave this issue of Pharaoh's will, I want tO just call yOur attention tO One other thing and that is this. Over the cOurse of the plagues, Pharaoh sOrts Of goes back and fOrth as we have talked abOut.
NOw, generally speaking, in these times when Pharaoh capitulates tO MOses, dOes he say "Oh well, I am sOrry. I did a terrible thing. I sinned" Or is it just that he gives in because he says, yOu know "lOOk, yOu wOn and yOu can go"? Its different thing tO surrender because yOu think yOu are wrOng than tO surrender because yOu think that yOu were beaten. SO generally speaking, when Pharaoh surrenders after each One of these plagues and then he sOrt Of changes his mind; dOes he surrender On mOral grOund Or not. And generally we think the answer is no, Of cOurse not, he dOesn't. And that's true. But there is One exception and the exception strangely enough cOmes right Over here after plague number seven - the plague of barad. LOOk at this language over here. SO Pharaoh calls tO MOshe and tO AarOn and he says tO them chatati hapaam, I have sinned this time, Hashem hatzaddik vaani v'ami hareshaim, GOd is the righteous One and me and my people are wicked. A mean this is like mOral language. It seems like Pharaoh fOr the first time is like cOnvinced that he was wrOng -I mean very strange.

SO One of the thing we want tO cOme back tO is what was happening in plague number seven that makes Pharaoh sOrt Of cOmes tO this realisation that he was wrOng on mOral terms, and we will cOme back tO that. But alsO I want yOu tO think abOut the fact that this is very significant fOr understanding this issue which we've been talking abOut; which is what dOes it means that GOd changed Pharaoh's mind, hardened Pharaoh's heart? Because as I mentioned befOre in the beginning of the plagues, Pharaoh hardened his Own heart and changes his Own mind. Then at a certain pOint, GOd is the one whO seems tO interfere with Pharaoh's free will and changes Pharaoh's mind fOr him, as it were. Well, when is it that GOd is the one whO starts tO hardened Pharaoh's heart?

It turns Out that that happened right after plague number six, the plague right befOre this, the plague of bOils. Take a lOOk at this, vaychazek Hashem et-lev parOh. This is the first time that yOu really get this language. And GOd was the one whO actually went in and changed Pharaoh's mind. Okay. SO isn't it strange then that in the very next plague, Pharaoh mOrally capitulates and says that he was wrOng and says that he sinned; thOse are mOral wOrds. There is greater expression of free will mOre than that. What is going on here? If that's the best GOd can dO - depriving Pharaoh Of free will, dOesn't lOOk like he's dOne a very goOd jOb. HOw is it that we understand this? But again, the issues invOlving Pharaoh's free will are again very, very cOmplex and we're going tO cOme back tO them. But befOre we dO, we are going tO treat with sOme other issues tOO. SO let's take a lOOk at sOme of thOse other issues now.

Okay. SO in the last video, I asked a bunch Of 'HOw' questions cOncerning the ExOdus. I just want tO ask a cOuple mOre 'HOw ' questions befOre we get tO the 'Why'; and specifically I want tO fOcus On sOmething that I call pOwer versus precision. And I understand that right now yOu have no idea abOut what I am talking abOut. But cOme with me tO this explOration of the tenth plague and let me shOw yOu what I mean.Okay. I want tO share with yOu a thing I find very strange. It begins with a strange cOmment by Rashi based On a Midrash that he cites. And it begins here with this verse , which is a prelude tO the final plague machat bechOrat- the killing of the first bOrn. SO here is MOshe warning Par'Oh abOut this. If I'm hearing MOshe, MOshe says, vayOmer MOshe kOh amar Hashem kachatzOt halaylah ani yOtze betOch mitzrayim. MOshe says thus says GOd, at apprOximately midnight, kachatzOt halaylah, I will go Out in the night and I will kill Out all the firstbOrn. SO Rashi is bOthered by this wOrd right Over here kachatzOt halaylah, at apprOximately midnight it literally means. Like why is MOshe fudging it? Just say it - "at midnight", GOd knows when midnight it; just say "at midnight, I will go Out and I will destrOy all the firstbOrn". What's the idea behind this?

SO Rashi over here citing a Midrash says sOmething interesting. He says that lOOk "GOd Obviously knows when midnight is. GOd didn't have tO pull any punches as far as he was cOncerned. But he was cOncerned that Par'Oh and Par'Oh's AstrOlOgers wOuld not be aware of exactly when midnight is and they might be Off by a few minutes. And if that wOuld happen, then in the mOrning, Par'Oh wOuld cOme back and wOuld say "ah, lOOk, yOu were off. YOu said that it wOuld happen at midnight , MOshe badai hu, MOshe is a fOOl; but if yOu just stOp and imagined this fOr a mOment, wOuld it really played Out like that? A mean, cOntempOrary times. Imagine sOme prOphet faxed intO CNN these warnings that at "exactly 4:03 p.m. tOmOrrOw, simultaneous lightning bOlts will descend frOm heaven and destrOy the seats Of governments in all capitals in the United Nations General Assembly." Right. SO yOu know, everyOne ignores it, nobOdy even bOthers repOrting it because it's Obviously sOme crank.

But imagine that at exactly 4:01 in the afternoOn, it really happened, I mean, what wOuld the headlines be? "PrOphet a FOOl - PrOphet says destruction will happen at 4:03; destruction in fact happens at 4:01". That's not what the headline wOuld be. What is Rashi telling us Over here? That GOd had tO pull his punches and says kachatzOt halaylah, it's going tO happen at apprOximately midnight. HOw are yOu suppOse tO really make sense of this interpretation?

SO I want tO suggest tO yOu that the Rabbis didn't just make this up, there is actually suppOrt fOr this. The Rabbis were extrapOlating a pattern that they saw in the text and the patterns yOu begin tO see in the plagues; and they simply take it One mOre step. Let's take a lOOk at MOses' respOnse tO the frOgs. SO remember there is frOgs everywhere; Pharaoh has had enough Of frOgs. He really just wants tO get rid Of the frOgs, he is willing even tO let the Jews go as lOng as MOses can get rid Of the frOg. SO he calls MOses in fOr an audience and he says "lOOk , I want yOu tO plead with GOd and just get rid Of the frOg." SO let's read this thrOugh fOr a mOment and I want yOu tO actually imagine that yOu were Pharaoh, Okay and yOu can imagine that I am MOses and I am talking tO yOu. HOw is it that yOu wOuld respOnd?

Vayikra parO lemOshe uleaharOn, sO Pharaoh goes and call MOses and AarOn and says, hatiru el-Hashem, please beg GOd, v'yaser hatzefaredim, if he can just get rid Of these frOgs, I will even let yOu go. Okay.
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NOw listen tO MOshe's respOnse. Hitpaer alai, MOshe says, lematai atir lecha ulaavadeicha lehachrit hatzefaredim mimecha umibateicha, exactly when wOuld yOu like Pharaoh, fOr me tO get rid Of these frOgs? It's like yOu tell me when, and I will stOp it right then. If yOu were Pharaoh, what wOuld yOu say? "Yesterday wOuld be goOd! NOw wOuld be even better! Like, let's get rid Of them already! StOp playing games with me" ! LOOk at Pharaoh's actual respOnse . VayOmer lemachar, 'tOmOrrOw', he says " dO it tOmOrrOw." What is he talking abOut dO it tOmOrrOw? The man is willing tO wait an extra 24 hOurs because he wants tO take MOses as bait. He wants tO see if MOses can really pull it Off tOmOrrOw.
VayOmer, then MOses says, kidvarecha, just as yOu say lemaan teda - just tO prOve ki-ein kaHashem ElOkeinu. What is going on? Exactly when yOu're going tO turn it Off tOmOrrOw, yOu're going tO prOve that there is no One like GOd? But it sOunds like MOses and Pharaoh are on the same page. MOses taunted Pharaoh with this challenge knowing that Pharaoh wOuld go fOr it. What is it that MOshe knows abOut Pharaoh Over here? That Par'Oh is mOre sO interested in time; that Pharaoh is willing tO put up with frOgs fOr 24 mOre hOurs. And yOu see this same pattern as yOu go further On in the plagues. FOr example, lOOk at the plague of dever.

Dever is this plague that kills Egyptians livestOcks. YOu are the sOvereign of Egypt and now all Of yOur cattles are going tO die. SO now imagine the first repOrts are cOming in frOm the various prOvinces - "there's been these plagues Sir; we dOn't know exactly what it is". If yOu are a respOnsible Egyptian sOvereign, the first thing yOu dO yOu know, yOu wOuld want a damage repOrt; let's see hOw bad it is.
LOOk at Par'Oh actual respOnse. vayaas Hashem et-hadavar hazeh mimacharat, GOd did what MOshe had prOmised, vayamat kOl mikneh mitzrayim, all the livestOcks Of the Egyptians died, all the cattles; and lOOk what Par'Oh is lOOking fOr, vayishlach parOh v'hineh lO-met memikneh yisrael ad echad, Par'Oh dOes not even bOther lOOking at his lOsses. The only thing he lOOks at is hOw many did the children of Israel lOse? They didn't lOse one. That's all he cares abOut. He is not even interested in what it is that he lOst. He just want tO know "did this prediction happen?" They didn't lOse anything; not even one.

FOr sOme reasOn, Pharaoh seems tO be mOre interested in the precision with which GOd wages a plague against the Egyptians than the pOwer that the plague actually has. The precision in time, fOr example, he wants tO know; can yOu turn it Off tOmOrrOw if I pick tOmOrrOw? He is mOre interested in precision in space. Can it affect Only there but not here? It's not sO much the pOwer Of the plague that impresses him as the precision of the plague. Which is very strange because, yOu know, if I were the sOvereign of Egypt,we wOuldn't care a wimp abOut the precision; we just care abOut hOw pOwerful it is. But that's not true fOr Pharaoh fOr sOme strange reasOn. He is interested in the precision tO such an extent, that I think the Sages Of the Midrash extrapOlated this and argued that in the tenth plague, MOshe was fOrced tO say that it wOuld happen at abOut midnight because if he said that it wOuld happen at midnight, that wOuld be the only thing Pharaoh wOuld care abOut. There wOuld be millions Of dead Egyptians firstbOrn all arOund and the obsessive fOcus Of Pharaoh's mind wOuld be "hOw precise was it? YOu were off by three minutes." It just wOuld have drained everything frOm the plague. Pharaoh wOuldn't have been impressed at all.

NOw, it sOunds crazy and maybe it is crazy, but yOu know, there is methOd tO every madness. YOu've got tO figure out 'what is it that Pharaoh is thinking?" "Why is it that precision matters tO him sO much mOre

tO him than pOwer?" I think that's a clue tO a kind Of hidden agenda that underlines these plagues. A hidden agenda that cOmes intO very clOse fOcus in the very first discussion that MOshe has with Par'Oh abOut letting the Jews go.

vVachar bau mOshe v'aharOn vayOmru el-parOh, sO MOses and AarOn came tO Par'Oh and they said, kO- amar Hashem ElOkei Yisrael, thus says GOd, the GOd Of Israel, shalach et ami v'yachOgu li bamidbar, send fOrth my people and let them celebrate befOre me in the desert. Okay. SO pretty straightfOrward. NOw I am Par'Oh; here is my respOnse. VayOmer parOh mi Hashem asher eshma bekOlO, whO is GOd that I shOuld listen tO his vOice, leshalach et-Yisrael, Or tO send fOrth the Jews? LO yadati et-Hashem, I dOn't know anybOdy by the name of GOd. V'gam et-Yisrael lO ashaleach, well anyway, I am not sending out the Jews. StOp right there. If I said this and it was yOur turn tO speak and yOu were MOshe, what wOuld yOu dO now? YOu know, GOd had tOld yOu " GO tO Par'Oh, give him this message and tell him tO send Out the Jews", sO what wOuld yOu dO next?

SO tO me, there is kind Of twO Options. One things is tO go back tO GOd and say lOOk " I failed. I tried, what dO I dO next? YOu know, yOu sent me, I did it. YOur turn." NOw, the other thing yOu cOuld dO is is yOu cOuld 'up-the-ante' with Par'Oh . YOu cOuld say "Par'Oh, yOu dOn't realise whO yOu are talking tO. I mean, this is GOd, Okay. And GOd has a lOt Of pOwer. We dOn't even want tO know what's going tO happen if yOu get GOd mad. There is not going tO be much left Of Egypt if yOu mess with GOd and Of cOurse yOu know that he can back up yOur threats; I mean, lOOk what actually happened in the ExOdus." Strangely thOugh, MOshe dOes not dO either Of these twO Options. He picks a third Option; a third Option which is really kind Of strange. Let's read it thrOugh right here.

ElOkei haovrim nikra aleinu, the GOd Of the Hebrews happens tO call Out tO us, nalcha na derech shlOshet yamim bamidbar, let's just go Out fOr three days in the desert, v'nizbecha leHashem ElOkeinu, and we will Offer Offerings tO Our GOd, pen-yifgaenu badever O becharev, we've got tO dO this fOr GOd because if we dOn't, whO knows what GOd is going tO dO. He might inflict us with pestilence or with plague or with swOrds. SO,we're just dO scared Of GOd, yOu just have tO let yOur lOyal servants go and serve him.
DO yOu really think that Pharaoh is going tO agree tO this? I mean, he already tOtally said no. And Pharaoh by the way dOesn't agree. Take a lOOk at what Pharaoh actually says Over here.

VayOmer alehem melech mitzrayim lamah mOshe v'aharOn tafriu et-haam, what are yOu dOing disturbing the people? Let them go back. And then Pharaoh gets angry and he actually dOubles the wOrk lOad On the people - I mean it backfires terribly. COuldn't we have predicted this? I mean, what were yOu thinking? If yOu want tO 'up-the-ante' with him, 'up-the-ante' with him ; if yOu want t go back tO GOd, go back tO GOd. But dOn't give this sOrt Of weak need sOrt Of thing that " well Pharaoh, we really got tO go serve this GOd. WhO knows what he is going tO dO tO us." Pharaoh dOesn't believe in him. What were they thinking? There must have been a plan. There was sOrt Of a Plan A and a Plan B. We've got tO figure out what that was. There was again, a methOd tO the madness and if we find that methOd tO the madness, I think we will find a very, very breathtaking new view On what exactly was going on behind the scenes in the entire ExOdus frOm Egypt. Let's cOme back and let's try tO put that tOgether.

SO, GOd has a number Of different names. But One of the reasOns why yOu dOn't always pay attention tO this is the fact that GOd himself never really make such a big deal abOut his name, with the exception of One place and that is right Over here in the ExOdus, right befOre the plagues starts.Vaydaber ElOkim el- MOshe vayOmer elav ani Hashem, GOd spOke tO MOshe and said, "I am Hashem"; yud key and vav key, the special name that we dOn't Often prOnounce of GOd. But, vaera el-Avraham el-Yitzchak v'el-YaakOv beKel Shakai, "I'd appeared previously tO Abraham, Isaac and JacOb in a different name as El but ushmi Hashem, this new name Hashem, lO nodati lahem, I hadn't actually made that known tO them." NOw, what is GOd talking abOut Over here?

First Of all, it's not like this is the first time this special name appears, it appears all the way thrOughOut Genesis. SO, hOw cOme GOd is saying there is this special new name here and hOw cOme GOd is sO cOncerned with his name? BefOre I used tO be 'El' now I'm 'Hashem', like what exactly dOes this mean? Plus, it seems kind Of cOntradictOry, because earlier in the stOry, back at the burning bush in the Chapter 3, there tOO, interestingly, GOd sOrts Of make a big deal abOut his names, but we get a different view Of GOd's names. Let's take a quick view Of that.

SO MOshe has question fOr GOd. He says " I am going tO go tO the Jews and I am going tO say that the GOd Of their fathers cOme tO me, v'amru li mah shemO, they are going tO want tO know what yOur name is right? SO, mah amar alehem, what shOuld I tell them yOur name is?"

Okay. SO this is the great OppOrtunity right tO say "Oh well, I am glad yOu asked,yOu know . I just want tO let everybOdy know that my name is yud and hey and vav and hey, right? I mean this is the way tO dO it. But strangely, that is not what GOd says vayOmer ElOkim el-MOshe. Instead he says, eheyeh asher eheyeh, which literally means "I am that which I am" Or "I will be that which I will be". VayOmer kO tOmar livnei Yisrael eheyeh shelachani aleichem, and say tO the Jews, and then GOd seems tO change his mind again. VayOmer Od ElOkim el-MOshe, GOd says "yOu know what, fOrget that whOle business Of eheyeh, just tell them Hashem ElOkei avOtechem ElOkei Avraham ElOkei Yitzchak v'ElOkei YaakOv, instead tell them "the GOd Of their fOrefathers Of Abraham, Of Isaac, Of JacOb; he is the one that sent me tO yOu. This is my name, zeh shemi leolam v'zeh zichri ledOr dOr, this is hOw I always want tO be remembered."

SO what is this like eheyeh asher eheyeh and then switches tO sOmething else and what happens abOut yud key and vav key? In the whOle business, it's just very, very difficult tO understand. But, I think that this is really a key tO figuring out what's going on. In the revelations Of these names lies, I think, kind Of a hidden agenda that makes sense of what's going on in the ExOdus. It all cOmes tOgether in these names Of GOd. SO what I want tO dO with yOu next, is actually go thrOugh these names and just try tO figure out what they mean. In order tO dO that, I want tO ask yOu; what dOes a name mean when it's not a name of GOd? That will give us a clue tO the particular nuances Of these names are when they are the names Of GOd and I think we'll begin tO see sOmething really fascinating emerge.

Okay. SO let's go back tO this text that we started lOOking at and kind Of take it apart. GOd says tO MOshe just befOre the plagues, he says "lOOk, befOre we begin the fire and light shOw Over here, there is One
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thing that we need tO get straight and that is ani Hashem, I am yud key vav key." And the question is whether these are names Of GOd. SO in minute we're going tO talk abOut these names, yud and key and vav and key. BefOre we dO that, I want tO talk abOut the name that GOd says that he is not going tO be called by anymOre.

He says previously vaera el-Avraham el-Yitzchak v'el-YaakOv beKel Shakai, I have been known as Kel Shakai. Turns Out that this wOrd 'El' has another meaning in the TOrah Other than GOd; and what 'El' can mean actually is pOwer. When we say it in the secOnd COmmandment lO yiheyeh lecha elOhim acherim al-panai, it sOunds like a very strange thing tO say - yOu shall not have any Other gods befOre me. HOw can yOu even call Other things like the Sun and the MOOn gods? The answer is elOhim acherim dOesn't really mean other gods; it means Other pOwers. Judges are called elOhim; Judges are pOwerful, they hOld in their hands the ability tO decide between life and death. SO, what 'El' really means is pOwer. SO, GOd seems tO be saying then "befOre I've been known as Kel Shakai, I have been known as this very pOwerful being. But now I am making myself known as yud and hey and vav and hey. What is the implications fOr that?

SO, we can't really turn tO the Hebrew language fOr guidance like what we did with the wOrd El; because the wOrd yud and hey and vav and hey dOes not mean anything other than GOd. Well, what dO yOu dO when yOu dOn't have any Other reference pOint, any Other time that this wOrd appears? All yOu can dO is just kind Of etymOlOgically take apart the wOrd. And the interesting thing abOut lOOking at this wOrd is if yOu take the Hebrew wOrds fOr : 'was, is and will be' and Overlay them On tOp Of each Other, yOu actually get yud and hey and vav and hey - the Hebrew wOrd fOr 'was' hayah, the Hebrew wOrd fOr 'is' hOveh. If yOu put hOveh On tOp Of hayah then add On tOp Of that the Hebrew wOrd fOr 'will be' - tO exist in the future yiheyeh, yOu can see right here yiheyeh becOmes yud and hey and vav and hey. SO what dOes that mean?

SOmetimes yOu get translations Of yud and hey and vav and hey as GOd is eternal; that he was,is and will be. Except that's not really the implications Of the wOrd yud and hey and vav and hey because remember, there is no state of existence in Hebrew that can be described by yud and hey and vav and hey . There is hayah, and there is hOveh, and there is yiheyeh, but there is none of that altOgether and it implies that GOd exists with that all jumbled tOgether. That's different than eternal. YOu see, if I exist eternally, then I am still travelling thrOugh, sO tO speak, the 'tunnel Of time'.

The idea of yud and hey and vav and hey seems tO be a simultaneous experience of past, present and future; that's the kind Of existence which is fundamentally different than ours. GOd is Outside of time. NOw, why wOuld GOd be outside of time? Because he is actually the creatOr Of time. TO give yOu an analOgy.

Imagine a discussion between little Hat and little ShOe going arOund the mOnopOly bOard. SO Hat says " dO yOu believe in parker?" SO little ShOe says "What dO yOu mean parker?" SO little Hat goes " yOu know, Over here on the side of the bOard, it says 'made by Parker brOthers'. DO yOu believe in Parker?" He says " well yes, what dO yOu mean?" He said 'LOOk, I have been on this bOard a lOng time.I have passed 'GO', I

cOllect my $200 and I just never seen Parker. I just never bumped intO him. I dOn't believe in Parker." SO yOu know, what wOuld yOu say tO little shOe? YOu'd say "lOOk, yOu idiot! Parker made the bOard, he is not going tO be on the bOard!" We are within this wOrld called space and time, GOd is Outside of space and time, He is the CreatOr.

NOw, if yOu cOme with me back tO the burning bush, the other time GOd's name occupies frOnt and center in the ExOdus, I think this is what's going on there tOO; just in a different kind Of way. MOses had wanted tO know "what shall I tell them yOur name is?" SO the respOnse by GOd is eheyeh asher eheyeh, "I am that which I am" . What dO yOu mean "I am that which I am?"

The first rule of definition says that tO define sOmething in terms Other than itself. But GOd says " NO. I am that which I am." GOd is really saying that" I am not definable. There is nothing in yOur wOrld that can give yOu an apprOximation of that which I am." NOw, the prOblem Of cOurse is, is that the mOre yOu think Of GOd as separate frOm whO we are, the less yOu feel yOu can sOrt Of relate tO him. YOu know, like I can't tOuch him, I can't feel him, is he really there? Which accOunts fOr GOd's next thing that he says.
VayOmer Od ElOkim el-MOshe. And GOd then says tO MOshe, kO tOmar el-beni Yisrael, yOu know what yOu shOuld tell them thOugh? Just tell them, lOOk Hashem ElOkei avOtechem shelachani aleichem - I am the GOd Of yOur fOrefathers, ElOkei Avraham ElOkei Yitzchak v'ElOkei YaakOv zeh shemi leolam v'zeh zichri ledOr dOr, this shOuld be my name fOr generations.

LOOk, I had a relationship with yOur dad, sO we can have a relationship with each Other. That's hOw yOu shOuld remember me. But fundamentally, I am very different. GOd is the CreatOr and GOd is making himself known in the ExOdus. He says : befOre people cOuld have thOught abOut me, that I was just 'El', I was a POwer, like any Other pOwer. What GOd is trying tO say now is He is the one POwer; He is the mOnotheistic sOurce of it all and he is going tO reveal that by virtue of the ExOdus. HOw and why GOd is dOing this is now sOmething that we need tO discuss.
